Soul Memorial Honors Dennis McCarthy

On Sunday, July 27, the Rhode Island musical community will come together for a
special event at The Met in Pawtucket to celebrate the life of beloved musician Dennis McCarthy. The
singer/songwriter passed away unexpectedly in his Providence apartment on June 2, leaving behind
catalogue of well-crafted, soulful songs. The event, called Soul Memorial, will feature a host of local
musicians, who will take the stage in celebration of the late singer’s legacy.
In the Late ’70s and early ’80s, McCarthy fronted the Groovemasters, a band whose eclectic style put
his versatile voice in the limelight. He was also a member of the Dynamic Johnsons.
In recent years, McCarthy and his band had become a mainstay of the Thursday night slot at Nick-aNee’s. He also sat in with local bassist Joe Potenza at Aspire. A die-hard performer until the end, his last
gig was at the Ocean Mist in Matunuck on May 30.
The music at the event will be a retrospective of McCarthy’s impressive tenure in the music scene. It
will feature performances by The Nick-a-Nee’s Band and The Groovemasters, with a special appearance
from world-famous jazz saxophonist, Greg Abate. Also in attendance will be The Ubiquitones with help
from RI music veteran Marc Cutler and The Last Call Band. Running the show will be emcees Len
Cabral, Rudy Cheeks and Mark Taber.
The event will also serve as a CD release party. One of McCarthy’s lifelong dreams was to have his own
recording, an undertaking he never finished. Luckily, he had some great friends who stepped up and
finished it for him.
McCarthy didn’t have a funeral or wake, so this is Rhode Island’s only opportunity to honor a man who
meant so much to the Rhode Island music scene. If you want to help celebrate his memory by listening
to some of the area’s biggest talents, this is not an event to be missed.
Soul Memorial will be held on July 27 at 4:30pm at The Met located at Hope Artiste Village, 1005 Main
St., Pawtucket. Entrance fee: $10 suggested donation, with a potluck dinner and all proceeds going to
Dennis McCarthy’s son, Jefferson.

