News Analysis — Elections 2022: Few
contested races remain after primaries
For information about the upcoming RI general election on Nov 8, see the web site – vote.sos.ri.gov –
that explains how and where to vote, options for early voting, and lists of candidates for all offices. RI
has early in-person voting Oct 19 through Nov 7 at city and town halls; no special application is
required to vote early in-person.
The deadline to register to vote for this general election is Sun, Oct 9. The deadline for registered
voters to apply for a mail ballot is Tue, Oct 18. Registering to vote can be done in-person, by postal mail,
and on-line.
Most of the RI races in the 2022 general election are not considered seriously competitive, and more
than a few major offices do not even have an opposition candidate. For mayor of Providence, Democrat
Brett Smiley won an aggressively contested primary with 41.9% against Gonzalo Cuervo with 36.2%
and Nirva LaFortune with 21.9%, but no Republican declared candidacy at all and a lone independent,
former city council member (then as a Democrat) Wilbur Jennings Jr, failed to submit nomination
papers to qualify for the ballot.
US House, 2nd district: Fung v. Magaziner

Allan Fung and Kevin McCarthy in RI, Aug 6, 2022. (Source)
The marquee race is unquestionably for the second district seat in the US House of Representatives
being vacated by James Langevin who has held it since 2002. In the Democratic primary, outgoing
General Treasurer Seth Magaziner trounced a crowded field of five other candidates, with 54.0%. On

the Republican side, Allan Fung, who served as Cranston mayor from 2009 to 2021, earned the
nomination unopposed.
In the only public poll of the race, conducted by Suffolk University in collaboration with The Boston
Globe, Fung led by 6 percentage points head-to-head against Magaziner (45% – 39%), but the result is
of dubious value because it was conducted Jun 19 – 22, long before the Sep 13 primary; and it included
all of the other Democratic candidates at that time.
Nevertheless, Fung is an unusually strong Republican candidate by RI standards and has a credible
chance of winning the House seat. He is well-regarded and his twelve years as mayor of Cranston are
generally seen as a successful example of good governance of a municipality that recently eclipsed
Warwick to become the second most populous city in the state. (Cranston was in third place while Fung
was mayor.)
No one thinks Fung is the favorite in heavily Democratic RI, and political forecasting news service Five
Thirty Eight considers the race “likely Democratic” with an 83% probability of Magaziner winning with
52.0% of the vote to Fung’s 44.1%. That would still be a considerably stronger showing by Fung than
his two gubernatorial losses against Gina Raimondo in 2014 (40.7% – 36.2%) and 2018 (52.6% –
37.2%), although 2014 was quirky because “Cool Moose” and Moderate Party candidate Robert Healey
drew 21.6%, apparently almost entirely from Raimondo and nearly enough to make Fung governor.
The real obstacle for Fung is that US House races have become nationalized in a highly-polarized
climate where Democrats are struggling to defend their slim 221–214 seat majority in a “mid-term”
election (that is, without a presidential contest). As of Oct 2, the Five Thirty Eight ranks 214 seats either
strongly, likely, or leaning Republican; 208 seats either strongly, likely, or leaning Democratic; and 13
seats a toss-up: 218 seats are needed for a majority. In other words, control of the House is absolutely
up for grabs.
Fung has been doing an awkward dance with national Republicans. House minority leader Kevin
McCarthy tweeted a photo of himself visiting Fung in RI on Aug 6, and a few weeks later Ted Nesi of
WPRI reported that Fung had flown to McCarthy’s annual donor retreat in Wyoming. According to
Punchbowl News, the event “was loaded with millionaires and billionaires (including Elon Musk, the
world’s richest person) who want [McCarthy] to become the next speaker of the House.” This is
dangerous company for Fung to keep as he risks scaring off RI voters. Punchbowl wrote, “Just hours
after the Jan. 6 insurrection, even as the tear gas still wafted through a blood-stained Capitol, McCarthy
and 146 other House Republicans refused to certify Joe Biden’s Electoral College victory. Just weeks
after Trump left Washington in disgrace, McCarthy visited him at Mar-a-Lago, kicking off the process of
resurrecting Trump’s national standing. And McCarthy worked to derail a separate House investigation
into the insurrection, even repudiating a deal that one of his own Republicans made with Democrats to
create a bipartisan commission to look into the Capitol attack. And now, should McCarthy become the
speaker in January 2023, he’ll preside over a conference filled with those either disinterested, unwilling,
unable or afraid to speak out against Trump. And the result of that dynamic is that the House GOP will
be made up of loud voices who want to impeach Biden, investigate the Jan. 6 select committee’s
investigation, defund the FBI and take Trump’s revenge tour to the House floor.” It’s understandable
why Fung is not anxious to have his fundraising and other ties to McCarthy displayed too openly.
Motif has in the past given generous coverage to Magaziner, for example with his BankLocal program
using state investments to back loans to RI small businesses. In the end, though, most voters are not

going to make their choice based on any personal qualities of the candidates, neither competence nor
track record, but rather on whether they want to see Kevin McCarthy as speaker at the head of the
Republican majority in the US House. Despite his efforts to remain aloof from national politics, that is
likely to sink Fung.
RI Governor: Kalus v. McKee
In theory, Republicans can win the governor’s office in RI. They have held it repeatedly: most recently,
Edward D. DiPrete (1985–1991), Lincoln Almond (1995–2003), and Donald Carcieri (2003–2011)
served as Republican governors. But RI is heavily Democratic: In the 2020 presidential election, Joe
Biden trounced Donald Trump in the state by more than 20 percentage points, 59.4% – 38.6%. Other
state offices are overwhelmingly won by Democrats.
Daniel McKee was weakened severely by a difficult five-way primary that he won with only 36.8%
against a surprisingly strong performance by newcomer Helena Foulkes with 30.1% and outgoing
Secretary of State Nellie Gorbea with 26.1%. Exactly what happened, and whether Foulkes and
Gorbea split the anti-McKee vote, will be debated for years.
The result set up a general election contest against Ashley Kalus who is running as a Republican
conservative. Kalus has been taking real shots at McKee, and some of them have been landing. She
attacked his giving government money to renovate the Industrial National Trust Tower (the “Superman
building”) as a boondoggle: “Here’s an idea – instead of giving $69 million in corporate welfare to the
developer of the Superman Building, why don’t we invest in RIPTA? Considering the average driver
makes $16.75/hour – imagine how impactful even an additional $1 million would be for RIPTA’s abilities
to provide services,” she has said. She likewise praised the federal court ruling that tractor-trailer tolls
were unconstitutional as applied, a mess McKee inherited from former Gov. Raimondo.
The Kalus campaign called a McKee ad claim that she would roll back abortion rights “blatantly false,”
saying “Ashley would not support any effort to overturn the 2019 law” that enshrined the Roe v. Wade
viability standard into state law despite its overruling at the federal level. But she would oppose the
Equality in Abortion Coverage Act supported by McKee and which his office said on Sep 30 would be
included in the budget for next year, to “provide insurance coverage for abortion-related services for
state employees and individuals enrolled in Medicaid.” By contrast, the Kalus campaign said “she stands
with the overwhelming majority of Rhode Islanders, 77%, that do not support taxpayer-funded
abortions.”
McKee succeeded from his role as lieutenant governor when Raimondo resigned to become secretary of
commerce in the Biden cabinet. Other than succeeding a gubernatorial vacancy, there are no remaining
duties of the lieutenant governor since the state constitution was amended a few years ago to remove
the ex-officio job of presiding over the State Senate. I remember being shocked at a press conference
when a reporter asked then-Gov. Raimondo to respond to comments then-Lt. Gov. McKee had made,
and she dismissively said he was welcome to call her office like any other citizen. McKee never fit into
the Raimondo administration: With her Ivy League pedigree (Harvard undergrad, Yale Law) and Rhodes
Scholarship (Oxford D.Phil.), Raimondo was used to being the smartest person in the room and
surrounded herself with other people who had the same outlook. McKee, despite his Harvard Kennedy
School M.P.A., is very much not that sort of person.
McKee is also as good a politician as Raimondo is not: he can relate to ordinary people while Raimondo
has no tolerance for fools, and his experience as mayor of Cumberland helped him learn to govern. I’ve

had the opportunity to observe him closely, including his management of the state through a blizzard
and a hurricane, and his approach was to surround himself with competent experts and listen to their
advice. He has clearly made mistakes, such as approving a no-bid contract for government services, and
he may pay a price for that, politically or worse. The most charitable interpretation is that McKee
trusted his friends and they exploited him.
The political weakness of McKee should have served as an invitation for the Republicans to nominate a
candidate with a solid management background and broadly moderate ideological views, but Kalus
seems to have blown that opportunity. Kalus gave an extended interview to the experienced and incisive
political reporter Ian Donnis for his “Political Roundtable” show on RI Public Radio, the overall effect
of which could only be described as disastrous for the candidate. Donnis pressed her repeatedly on
refusal to answer “whether you believe teaching about race and racism should be restricted or whether
certain books should be banned” and she ducked the question, saying “My focus is on the things that we
can agree on… which is math, and reading, and writing.”
Donnis said “You started a business with your husband that operated COVID-related services in Rhode
Island, and then got into a dispute with the State Department of Health. That’s now the subject of
closed-door mediation.” Kalus responded, “And what we see with Dan McKee is we see a governor that
is under FBI investigation for giving out federal money, contracts to insiders and his friends.” Donnis
had to correct her in real-time, saying “We should know there’s no information at this point indicating
that Dan McKee himself is the subject of this probe.”
Donnis asked Kalus several times whether she voted for Donald Trump in the presidential election, and
she avoided answering, saying, “The question of Donald Trump is not the question of the governor’s
race in Rhode Island.”
Kalus has also faced embarrassing questions about how she filed for a homestead tax exemption for a
$1.2 million property in Illinois while claiming to live in RI. As WPRI reporters Eli Sherman and Ted
Nesi explained, “Under state law, the homestead exemption is supposed to be only for homeowners
who live in their residence full-time. Kalus said that was always true for her husband, who she said
stayed in Illinois while she was living in RI to manage a state COVID-19 contract they won.” Sherman
and Nesi note that Kalus, whose RI declaration of candidacy lists her domicile at a second house in
Newport, voted in Florida in the 2020 election, residing at a third house the couple bought in 2015.
All Republicans running for office in RI face the same dilemma: how to separate themselves from a
national party that has embraced a culture war that is deeply unpopular in RI, let alone Trump’s “big
lie” about which the Polling Institute at Monmouth University has been asking a representative sample
of the electorate this question monthly: “Do you believe Joe Biden won the 2020 election fair and
square, or do you believe that he only won it due to voter fraud?” and consistently about one-third of the
public says voter fraud.
Kalus, without any local track record like Allan Fung, is an unknown and possibly unknowable quantity
about whom all assessments are necessarily based on her own statements and campaign, and by that
measure she has been doing herself no favors. There has been no public polling of the race because the
conventional wisdom is that Kalus has the chance of a snowball in hell of upsetting McKee.
Bond referenda
There are three bond referendum questions on the ballot with the 2022 general election, the first two

pretty ordinary.
Question 1 asks for $100 million to design and construct new facilities at the URI Narragansett Bay
Campus. “This project would support educational and research needs in ocean engineering,
oceanography, and other marine-related disciplines,” according to the secretary of state. Over the 20year life of the bonds, interest would add an estimated $60 million to the total cost.
Question 2 asks for $250 million “to improve Pre-K through grade 12 public school facilities and equip
them for 21st-century learning,” mostly construction projects. “Funding may be used to address
immediate health and safety concerns, early childhood education, career and technical education, and
other educational needs including but not limited to science labs, libraries and modern learning
technology,” according to the secretary of state. Over the 20-year life of the bonds, interest would add
an estimated $151 million to the total cost.
Question 3 combines nine separate items under a $50 million umbrella of “environmental and
recreational” projects for the “green economy.” We will consider these from largest to smallest,
preserving the item letters as they will appear on the ballot.
Item a: $16 million for up to 75 percent matching grants to help cities and towns identify hazards
resulting from climate change, such as more frequent and intense storms that cause increased flooding
of coastline, rivers, and streams flood plains.
Item i: $12 million for Roger Williams Park and Zoo to construct a state-of-the-art, carbon-neutral
education center and event pavilion.
Item b: $5 million to establish a Rhode Island Infrastructure Bank, essentially a revolving fund lending
to small businesses with zero interest and below-market-rate loans and grants to help implement clean
energy projects.
Item e: $4 million to clean up former industrial or commercial “brownfield” sites that may be
contaminated by hazardous waste or other environmental pollution, providing up to 80% matching
grants for remediation projects that bring sites back into productive use.
Item c: $3 million for matching grants to complete projects that restore and protect the water quality,
aquatic habitats and the environmental sustainability of Narragansett Bay and RI’s watersheds,
furthering efforts to clean water for drinking, shell-fishing, recreation, commerce and other uses.
Item d: $3 million for maintenance of forests, wildlife habitat, and related infrastructure on state
properties, such as state management areas, including removal of dead and/or dying trees and tree
planting.
Invasives removal and other forest health and wildlife habitat activities; and the repair and maintenance
of fire roads, trails, and bridges to improve and maintain recreational public access and mitigate the
risk of wildfire.
Item f: $3 million for the State Land Acquisition Program allowing the state to acquire open space,
farmland, watershed, and recreation lands, investing these funds in the preservation of working
farmland and recreational resources. Funds will be matched by federal, local and non-profit sources in a
1-to-3 ratio with every state dollar being matched by three other dollars.

Item g: $2 million for up to 50% in matching grants to cities and towns, local land trusts and non-profit
organizations to acquire open space lands in Rhode Island.
Item h: $2 million for up to 80% in matching grants to cities and towns to develop or rehabilitate local
public recreational facilities such as parks, playgrounds, and athletic fields, and up to 50% in matching
grants to acquire land for public recreational facilities.
Over the 20-year life of the bonds, interest would add an estimated $30 million to the total cost.

Truck crashes backwards into Warwick
storefront: No apparent serious injuries

Crash in Warwick, Sep 24, 2022.
(Photo: Michael Bilow)

Crash in Warwick, Sep 24, 2022.
(Photo: Michael Bilow)
A Toyota pickup truck crashed in reverse gear through the storefront of Wild Birds Unlimited, located in
the plaza at 1000 Bald Hill Road, Warwick, shortly after 6pm on Saturday, Sep 24.

Crash in Warwick, Sep 24, 2022.
(Photo: Michael Bilow)
The driver of the truck, a man looking to be about 60 years old, after being extricated from his vehicle
was seen to be transported by rescue on a stretcher, conscious and alert. He did not appear to have
serious injuries.
Update 2022-10-03: According to the Warwick Police report provided to Motif, the driver of the truck
was identified as Kenneth M. Savard of Coventry, 68 years old. The report states that he was not tested
at the scene but was “Under the Influence of Medications/Drugs/Alcohol,” and that “Warwick Fire was
able to get [Savard] out of the vehicle with what appeared to be minor injuries. He was later
transported to RI Hospital…” According to the RI court database, Savard was charged before 3rd
Division District Court with “DUI of Liquor – Blood Alcohol Concentration Unknown – 1st Offense” (case
31-2022-07557) and before the Traffic Tribunal with “Refusal to Submit to Chemical Test (1st Offense)”
(case 22203506425) and “No Insurance 1st Offense” (case 22203506546). The database also reports a
previous charge of driving with a suspended motor vehicle license in 1997 with a plea of nolo
contendere (no contest) resulting in a $500.00 fine, $139.50 in costs, one year probation, but no loss of

license (case 31-1997-05012).

Front of Honda SUV reported struck by pickup truck that then crashed in reverse through a storefront
in Warwick, Sep 24, 2022.
(Photo: Michael Bilow)
Two women whose Honda SUV had significant visible front-end damage told Motif, declining to give
their names, that their vehicle was parked normally in a space when the pickup truck, which they said
was traveling at too high a speed for a parking lot, crashed into them head-on. They said the pickup
truck immediately after striking them shifted into reverse, then traveled in a straight line through the
wall and windows of the storefront.

Crash in Warwick, Sep 24, 2022.
(Photo: Michael Bilow)
The women had been shopping at Trader Joe’s, which is in the same plaza, and they had bags of
groceries on the ground next to their damaged vehicle. They said they did not appear to be injured.

Crash in Warwick, Sep 24, 2022.
(Photo: Michael Bilow)
The Wild Birds Unlimited storefront was severely damaged with shards of brick, glass, and metal
thrown beyond the sidewalk and into the parking lot, a distance of as much as 30 feet. Firefighters were
sweeping up the larger pieces of debris, including the metal window frames that had been part of the
storefront.
Other stores, including Duluth Trading, Panera Bread, and Popeye’s Fried Chicken are in the same
plaza.
There was a substantial public safety response involving several police cars, a fire engine and a fire
ladder, and a fire department rescue.

RI Gov. McKee Tests Positive for COVID-19:
Reports mild symptoms, isolating and working
from home
RI Gov. Daniel McKee has tested positive for COVID-19, his office announced in a statement Sunday
afternoon, saying the positive test was conducted Saturday night.

RI Gov. Daniel McKee
Matt Sheaff, spokesman for Governor Dan McKee, said in the statement: “Late yesterday evening,
Governor McKee tested positive for COVID-19. He only has minor symptoms because he is vaccinated
and twice boosted. After speaking with his doctor, the Governor has begun taking the antiviral
medication Paxlovid and is isolating for 5 days. During this time he will be working remotely. The
Governor is in good spirits and is grateful for the support of his family and staff. He looks forward to
getting back to work in person, meeting with constituents and keeping Rhode Island’s economic
momentum going.”
The governor’s official Twitter account tweeted at 1:38pm Sunday, “Late last night, I tested positive for
COVID-19. I’m vaccinated and boosted twice and therefore experiencing very minor symptoms.” McKee,
born June 16, 1951, is 71 years old.
The statement said that the governor’s staff was directly contacting everyone who may have been
exposed over the past two days, noting that guidance from the US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) recommends those exposed monitor for symptoms and test through the sixth day after
potential exposure.

Was State Government Data Used for Politics?:
Stephanie Beauté campaign e-mail raises
legal, ethical questions

Stephanie Beauté
I received an e-mail message with a press release from Samuel Aboh, Jr, the campaign manager for
Stephanie Beauté who is running as an underdog candidate for secretary of state in the Sep 13
Democratic primary. That’s not unusual, but the message was sent to an e-mail address I use for exactly
one purpose and one purpose only: subscribing to press releases from the RI Department of Labor and
Training (DLT), mostly statistical data about unemployment, job creation, and similar information. I use
slightly different e-mail addresses for distinct purposes in order to automatically sort my incoming mail
into folders.
So how did the Beauté political campaign obtain an e-mail address that could only come from internal
records at a state government agency? Spokesperson Margaux Fontaine confirmed that Aboh is an
employee of DLT.
I telephoned Aboh and asked, “I’m curious where you got my e-mail address?”
“It was a press list that was given to me by one of the volunteers on the campaign,” Aboh answered.
“Could you tell me which volunteer?” I pressed.
“I’d rather not. Is that okay? That’s okay?” Aboh said.
“My concern is that I use a series of different e-mail addresses to track and sort my e-mail, and the one
that you used is a particular address that’s used for only one specific purpose, so I’m very curious
where you got it,” I said.
“I understand. I can reach out to the volunteer and find out more information, if that’s okay?” Aboh
said.
That was yesterday (Mon, Aug 8), but he has not called me back and my follow-up call to him went to

voicemail. Fontaine was asked for further comment from DLT, but she has not yet responded.
UPDATE Aug 9, 6:00pm: John Willumsen, who identified himself as chief strategy officer at RIDLT,
sent a statement on behalf of Fontaine: “The Department cannot comment on specific personnel
matters. As a general principle, staff are prohibited from making personal use of any information
obtained in the performance of their professional duties.”
If Aboh (or any other employee) at DLT extracted an e-mail address from an internal government
database and provided it to a political campaign, that raises ethical and legal questions as to whether it
was done on government time and whether it constituted improper commingling of official and political
roles. E-mail addresses of third parties in government databases, even if not highly sensitive, are
generally regarded as non-public information that is typically redacted from public records before
disclosure under the Access to Public Records Act.
I telephoned Beauté directly at the number listed on her declaration of candidacy, but she did not
answer and her voicemail stated that it “has not been set up yet” before hanging up without offering the
opportunity to leave a message.
According to the press release included in that e-mail, Beauté’s home was damaged by a kitchen fire,
and she was alerted by her security service late Sunday night as she was returning from the Dominican
Festival in Providence with her four year-old daughter. The house was unoccupied at the time of the fire
and no one was injured. The release said, “Beauté planned on hosting a birthday party for her daughter
before the fire. The party was moved to the Headquarters Fire Station #2 in North Smithfield where
firefighters treated children and parents with a tour of the facility. The children also took turns sitting
in firetrucks and were given coloring books as well. Stephanie said the North Smithfield’s fire
department’s immediate offer of hospitality for the birthday party was a huge hit with the children and
she is most grateful for the quick thinking of the Department.”
Outgoing Secretary of State Nellie Gorbea is term-limited, seeking in the Sep 13 Democrat primary to
unseat Governor Daniel McKee, who is up for re-election.
Beauté lives in North Smithfield and is making her first run for political office in the Democratic
primary for secretary of state against Gregg Amore (D-65), who has represented East Providence in
the RI House of Representatives since 2012 and currently serves as deputy majority leader. In the Nov
8 general election, the winner of the Democratic primary will face Republican Pat V. Cortellessa, who
was defeated for the office in 2018 by Gorbea with a 67%–33% margin. Beauté seems to have decided to
enter the race quite late, and her Twitter account was created in July 2022.

Twitter profile of Stephanie Beauté
Author Michael Bilow is the news editor for Motif, covering politics and governmental stories.

Heat Advisory – Dangerous heat index Thu, Fri:
Thunderstorms possible Fri, Sat
A Heat Advisory is effective Thu 11am–Fri 8pm in RI, MA, and CT for dangerous heat index
(combination of heat and humidity) up to 100F. The body loses the ability to regulate its temperature by
evaporating sweat, possibly causing severe illness such as heat stroke, which is life-threatening.

The heat index is an estimate of the “apparent temperature” based on the combined temperature in the
shade as measured by an ordinary dry bulb thermometer and the relative humidity. Conditions in direct
sunlight will usually be substantially hotter.

At Providence, Thu temperatures are expected to exceed 90F during 12–6pm with a high of 93F around
3pm, and relative humidity at least 45%. An Air Quality Alert is in effect Thu 11am–11pm.

Fri temperatures are expected to be slightly lower, exceeding 90F during 12–4pm a high of 92F around
1pm, but relative humidity at least 55% throughout the day.
Sat will be hot just below Heat Advisory criteria, exceeding 85F during 12–6pm with a high of 88F
around 4pm, and relative humidity at least 55% throughout the day.
NWS advises “Drink plenty of fluids, stay in an air-conditioned room, stay out of the sun, and check up
on relatives and neighbors. Young children and pets should never be left unattended in vehicles under
any circumstances. Take extra precautions if you work or spend time outside. When possible reschedule
strenuous activities to early morning or evening. Know the signs and symptoms of heat exhaustion and
heat stroke. Wear lightweight and loose fitting clothing when possible. To reduce risk during outdoor
work, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration recommends scheduling frequent rest breaks
in shaded or air conditioned environments. Anyone overcome by heat should be moved to a cool and
shaded location. Heat stroke is an emergency! Call 911.”
Thunderstorms could develop anytime Fri 11am–Sat 1pm, with a consistent chance of rain 20–30%
throughout the period and peak likelihood during maximum thermal instability in the hours immediately
surrounding sunset and sunrise.

“Bus Is Turning” T-shirts: Fundraiser Against
Housing Insecurity

RIPTA “Bus Is Turning” T-shirt at Frog and Toad
(Photo: Frog and Toad)
RIPTA found the perfect fundraiser: “Caution: Bus Is Turning” T-shirts echo the loud warning that has
become as iconic in RI as “Mind the Gap” in London. Priced at $25 from Frog & Toad, available at their
Hope St PVD store and on the web – frogandtoadstore.com – sales benefit House of Hope to purchase
transit fare products for the state’s vulnerable populations, including those who are unhoused and
facing housing insecurity. Designed by Dan Freitas, the light blue shirts in sizes XS to 4XL are made
from airlume combed and ring-spun cotton.

Something Weird This Way Comes:

NecronomiCon PVD is revived

Photo credit: Todd Chicoine / LASC
NecronomiCon Providence is a four-day convention held in the city Aug 18-21, calling itself the
“International Festival of Weird Fiction, Art, and Academia.” Previously held every two years since
2013, due to the pandemic it skipped 2021 and resumes in 2022.
The name is a pun combining the “con” of convention with the fictional “book of the laws of the dead”
imagined in the 1920s by horror author HP Lovecraft, native and resident of Providence.
“NecronomiCon has become this international destination for fans and devotees of Weird fiction, from
Lovecraft up through myriad modern authors and artists who come to Providence as a nexus for the
community of fans of Weird,” said Niels Hobbs, “keeper” (director) of the event. “Weird is one of those
things that’s in the eye of the beholder, but I think of it as kind of a special Venn diagram overlap
between horror, science-fiction and fantasy. But it’s also its own genre of fiction. Sometimes it’s easier
to point to examples rather than definitions, but there are literally hundreds of active authors who could
be, maybe, categorized as Weird in some way. Some of them are more horror, some more sci-fi.”
“Lovecraft’s work inspired a host of creative minds, most notably Stephen King, who declared him ‘the
greatest horror writer of the twentieth century,’ as well as Guillermo del Toro, Neil Gaiman, Jorge Luis
Borges, and Metallica,” according to a statement from the organizers of the event, which “includes
discussion panels, academic talks, author readings, theater performances, gaming, film screenings, and
a month-long art exhibition.” In an interview, Hobbs cited the Duffer brothers and their hit show
“Stranger Things” as exemplars of Weird.
Guests of honor in 2022 include editor Ann Vandermeer, Argentine artist Santiago Caruso, writers
Gemma Files and Cassandra Khaw, game designer Oscar Rios, Canadian filmmaker and critic Kier-La

Janisse, British podcaster Jonathan Sims, and the convention’s own poet laureate Bryan Thao Worra.
Over 2,000 attendees from over 20 countries typically attend.
The convention events take place at a number of different venues throughout the downtown area.
“That’s one of the reasons why the official name of the convention is actually ‘NecronomiConProvidence’ because it says much about Providence and the uniqueness of Providence and the
weirdness of Providence. Rather than just have it, say, in the Convention Center where everyone’s stuck
inside of a cement building, so it could be in Kansas as well as it could be in Providence, we actually
make the people that come to Providence have to wander the streets and see an amazing city. We use
something like a dozen different venues and that makes attendees and guests have to explore
Providence, and we’ve never had complaints about that,” Hobbs said. The focus has evolved away from
Lovecraft specifically and more toward the broader field of the Weird, Hobbs said, although “there’s
very much Lovecraft at the root of it, people actually being able to come to a city and see the landmarks
that inspired Lovecraft and places where he wrote.”
“One of the things we try to do is kind of overwhelm people with choices. So at any given time, there’s
three or four different panel discussions going on. There’s probably other things happening. There’s
film screenings… walking tours of Lovecraft-related sites, and any number of other things, and also just
social interactions happening. It’s sort of two different things. If people are coming and attending the
convention, try to just pop around and enjoy different things. There’s also gaming going on [where]
people can drop in and play a game for a few hours. But we also try to have open programming that
anyone from the general public can just walk in and check out some films, pay ten bucks for the day and
you see all the films that are screening or pay five bucks and you can go into the vendor hall. Buy some
Weird stuff for your Weird friends,” Hobbs said.
Asked, “How many capital-W Weirdos do you get versus lowercase-w weirdos?” Hobbs answered, “It’s
one of the reasons why I think people enjoy Providence so much. I mean, Providence is such an
amazing, quirky town. I think it’s such a beautiful, unique city. We have people come from 20 different
countries usually, and they come and immediately fall in love with Providence history, its creative
aspect. So they’re our kind of Weird I should say.”
Lovecraft, who died in 1937, has been widely criticized for racism and xenophobia (“HP Lovecraft: His
Racism in Context,” by Michael Bilow, Aug 14, 2019). “It’s a challenge, but we really tried hard,
especially over the last few iterations of the convention, to make people know this isn’t strictly about
Lovecraft. There will never not be some aspect of Lovecraft in the convention there. There simply has to
be, it would be silly to not include him. But for a while, we’ve been realizing there’s so much more to
Weird fiction. There’s so much more to Providence than strictly Lovecraft that we can’t keep doing the
same program over and over again. I come from an academic background, help stage science
conferences and such. So my view is very much that of an academic: Lovecraft isn’t a sacred cow, he is
somebody that we should discuss, warts and all. I think that there’s a lot – millions of people around the
world – who revere his writing,” Hobbs said.
“People in Portugal consider Lovecraft one of the world’s preeminent authors, which is an astonishing
thing. Coming to our store in Providence: we have people from China, we have people from Argentina,
we have people from Spain, Italy, all these countries and from all these ethnic backgrounds that
Lovecraft himself may have been, frankly, terrified of, yet they have found something special in his
fiction. The convention really tries to give a home for everybody and acknowledge the flaws and, at the
same time, acknowledge that he is this remarkable, influential author, and then also look beyond that to

all the latest authors and the artists who are now expanding the field of fiction. Many of them don’t
draw any influence [from Lovecraft], but they’re still kind of in the umbrella of Weird,” Hobbs said.
Asked to comment on the satirical Lovecraft Country by Matt Ruff, set in the 1950s and featuring an
African American protagonist who is an ardent fan of Lovecraft, Hobbs said, “I personally think it’s
great. I know there are some people that disagree and there’s also people that completely agree with
me that think the book – and then the HBO series that came from it that Misha Green made – are
amazing, and I think it’s the right blend of pastiche but also making it relevant and important and
making some kind of commentary out of it.” Hobbs continued, “It gets some criticism because it
includes a bit of modern politics. I don’t think that’s at all a bad thing. I think that anything that makes
Weird fiction and Lovecraftian fiction relevant today, I think it’s a good thing.”
Jordan Peele, who is Black, and his Academy Award-winning (for Best Original Screenplay) anti-racist
satire film Get Out also falls within the scope of Weird, Hobbs said. “Jordan Peele is another great
example. He is an old nerd who grew up enjoying all the kinds of fiction. One of the things that he’ll say
is, when he was a kid, it was hard to find that kind of Weird or sci-fi stuff, where he could see himself.
Now there’s many more Black authors, Black filmmakers, artists that are starting to represent a much
more complete picture. I personally, I’m kind of psyched that they incorporate Weird sci-fi, Weird
horror elements. I’d love to get Jordan Peele to become a guest of honor for us.”
“When people come into our store [in the Providence Arcade] and they’re like, ‘What are you? What is
weird fiction?’ We basically can list all these things that they’ve been watching that they’ve been
enjoying for the past several years, past decades or more, going back to the Twilight Zone and before
that, are absolutely things that fall under the umbrella,” Hobbs said.
Because of the pandemic, the convention itself has faced increased costs, and uncertainty affecting
everything from supply chains to airline travel will have unpredictable effects. “When we first started
selling passes, we were just excited to have something to look forward to. Now I think the realization is
the practicality of travel, especially international travel, is challenging. I’m worried that our
international participation won’t be as high as it has been.… We’ll see how we’ll do this year. It’ll still be
a great convention, but I’m looking forward to 2024 when we can hopefully, fingers crossed, get back to
something more normal. By ‘normal,’ of course, I mean Weird normal,” Hobbs said.
As to COVID-19 accommodation, “We are requiring mask-wearing indoors,” Hobbs said. “We now live in
a world where there’s no guarantees, nothing that can foolproof protect us. People making the choice to
attend, I’m sure, realize there is some risk, and we just have to do our best to try to mitigate that risk as
much as we can. We’ve decreased some of the room [capacities]. We’ve actually spread things out more
and require mask-wearing.” Exceptions to mask-wearing will be speakers while actually speaking, for
whom it will be optional, as well as events involving active eating and drinking. “All the hotels have
assured us that their ventilation systems are up and running well-filtered. It’s nerve racking to put on
an international convention and not be able to assure some greater degree of normal safety, but, under
the circumstances, I think we’re doing the best that we can.”
The convention typically has drawn over 2,000, but, Hobbs said, “I’ll be perfectly happy if we have
1,500 attendees who have a good time and stay safe. Keep it safe and enjoyable. We were on target to
completely overshoot previous records, and we may still be there and we may still break previous
records. But my bigger concern – as long as the bills get paid, which is a huge thing – is that everyone
has a good time and stays relatively, reasonably safe as well.”

Although committed to running the convention in 2024, Hobbs said he may back away after that. “It’s
an awful, arduous experience for all of us. None of us really get paid: a few people get expenses covered
and stuff like that, and small stipends because they have to give up work or whatever. This has sort of
taken its toll on a number of us mentally and physically.”
The final event closing the convention is a screening of the Lovecraft-inspired film The Dunwich Horror.
“The film, it’s kind of grown on me. At first, I was like, ‘Oh, that film is just terrible,’” Hobbs said. “We
do this thing that we’ve made a tradition now at the Columbus [Theater on Broadway] on Sunday night.
It’s open to the public, $5 admission. We call it The Dunwich Horror Picture Show. It’s kind of our
version of The Rocky Horror Picture Show, but even more weird. Not particularly musical at all, but a
really strange 1970s psychedelia movie… which is based on a Lovecraft story, but it’s very much its own
trip from the height of psychedelic filmmaking in 1970. And we screen it from a 35mm print which is
slowly degrading more and more and more, and people recite their favorite lines, yelling at the screen
as the movie is projected. We have a great time with that. So that’s Sunday night at 9pm.… You have a
whole room full of people who all, to some extent, know it and can shout along their favorite goofy lines.
And there’s plenty of goofy lines in it. Meanwhile, Big Nazo is waving tentacles in your face and you
have a good Narragansett beer that you’re drinking. It’s a lot of fun and it’s the very last event of the
whole convention. It’s kind of ‘All right, we’re done.’ Now we could just relax.”
When it was pointed out that it would take a lot of Narragansett beers to make that movie watchable,
Hobbs said, “We actually are good partners with Narragansett; they’ve helped us out with a lot of stuff.
Motif has been an incredible help for us over the years, too. The Providence Tourism Council,
Providence Convention Visitors Bureau have been huge supporters and allies for us. We get a variety of
private sponsors and public sponsors.”
NecronomiCon-Providence is run by the Lovecraft Arts & Sciences Council, a non-profit organization
that also operates the store in the Arcade at 65 Weybosset St, PVD: weirdprovidence.org
Passes and tickets for the convention as day-passes for film screenings and access to the vendor hall are
available on the web: necronomicon-providence.com/passes-and-tickets
Volunteers can earn free passes and other goodies: necronomicon-providence.com/volunteer

RKOcon 2022: National Convention Timewarps
to PVD
RKOcon 2022 in Providence, held Wed – Sun, Aug 3 – 7, is a worldwide convention for “shadowcasting”
theater troupes, hosted by the RI-based RKO Army, one of the largest such troupes in the world with
about 30 regular and 15 semi-regular performers. Grounded in the midnight cult movie tradition that
has grown up around The Rocky Horror Picture Show, “shadowcasting” is the practice of dressing up in
costume and acting out the action on screen as the film runs behind the actors, visible to the audience.

Usually rotating on a three-year cycle, Providence hosted the convention in 2013, 2016, and 2019. Due
to the pandemic, the 2020 and 2021 events, which would not have been in Providence, were canceled,
so it worked out that the 2019 and 2022 events in Providence are somewhat back-to-back.
“The nature of the Rocky Horror convention is that it is a community con as opposed to a [commercial]
comic con. The people mostly know each other, however, we’re certainly open to new people attending
and would welcome … their patronage,” said Roy Rossi, cast director of RKO Army. At commercial
cons, by contrast, “They’re there to sell, whereas, yes, we have vendors, but we’re not chiefly there for
that. This isn’t a vendor con or a vendor-driven con. It’s not a star-driven con. And quite frankly, the
stars of this con are the people who come from other casts.… We’re emphasizing the people who are
going to be performing on stage.” Attendees can also participate in a number of scheduled panels and
competitions.
In addition to Rocky Horror (1975), the convention will “shadowcast” a number of other films, including
Shock Treatment (1981, the little-known quasi-sequel to Rocky Horror), Repo! The Genetic Opera
(2008), Hedwig and the Angry Inch (2001), Reefer Madness: The Movie Musical (2005), and Dr.
Horrible’s Sing-Along Blog (2008). Most events will be Thursday, Friday, and Saturday (before 5pm) at
the Hilton Hotel, 21 Atwells Ave, in downtown Providence, except for the “main event” performance of
Rocky Horror at the capacious Stadium Theater, 28 Monument Sq, Woonsocket, beginning at 7pm
Saturday.
While seeing various actors from around the world take turns in the stage roles, a practice known as
“con casting,” audience members will be encouraged to shout out lines and hurl props at appropriate
times during the movie. Prop bags will be sold, $3 each, containing items whose significance will be
immediately understood by devotees: toilet paper, a party hat, a sponge, a newspaper, playing cards, a
noisemaker, cardboard toast, a paper plate and a non-latex vinyl glove.
Attendance is strong despite the pandemic and consequent two-year hiatus, Rossi said, removing the
ability to “ride off the coattails of some of the other big conventions. At this point, we have to create the
coattails.” Registrations to attend the full convention are slightly ahead of expectations. “Right now
we’re at about 260. I think we’re going to get to 275, which is more than we thought.”
“The lack of a con in the last two years has not helped. If people think there’s a bunch of pent up need
to go to a convention, they should think again,” Rossi said. “If you figure every con, you lose people and
you gain people, all we’ve done is lose people, because it’s two years of attrition in between.”
RKO invested substantial effort in crafting a COVID-19 policy that is posted on the convention web site.
“The bulk of the events are in the [hotel] ballroom and will be mask-mandated. That’s where 85% of the
events will be,” said Rossi. The vendor area in the hotel will also require masks. Otherwise, attendees
inside the hotel but outside of those two areas will have the option to wear masks or not: “People will
still do their own thing outside of the ballroom.” The Stadium Theater has their own policy and does not
require masks, Rossi said, and he expects at least an additional 300 tickets will be sold to the general
public for the main event on Saturday night.
The cast took a break from performing rather than try to operate virtually during the pandemic.
“Shadowcasting has to be done live or it doesn’t really work. We had a couple of those things like ‘The
Stay At Home Show,’ but that was kind of a novelty gimmick more than anything else,” Rossi said (“A
Toast! RKO Army Raises $4,100 for RI Pride Food Drive”, by Michael Bilow, May 11, 2020).

RKO has been helped enormously by breaking convention habits and expanding the repertoire into
other shows. “If we had not made that controversial decision in 2013, and we were just pumping up The
Rocky Horror Picture Show with Shock Treatment on Friday, you can scratch out 30% of the
attendance, maybe?” Rossi speculated. “A lot of people are coming to the con because they’re getting a
chance to interact, not just at Rocky Horror, but other areas. What we’ve discovered is that people like
getting up there and not just doing Rocky… and that’s driving a huge part of the excitement of this
con.”
Rossi created a video presentation in 2017 called The RKO Horror Show that will be run at the con, a
Ken Burns-style moving stills sequence that started as a slide show with actual slides in the 1990s. “It
celebrates the movie, the music and a little bit of the history, the local history of The Rocky Horror
Picture Show in Rhode Island,” he said.
Rossi is uniquely qualified to elucidate the history of the show, having stayed personally involved since
1981. It first screened locally at the Showcase Cinemas in Seekonk, Mass, in 1978 for a few months, he
said, before moving to the Cinerama on Hope St on the East Side of Providence that same year. (The
Cinerama was razed years ago and a CVS pharmacy is now at the site.) “It ran there for four years,
which at the time seemed like an eternity,” Rossi said. “I was aware of the opening night, but I elected
to stay in college. I was focused on getting my degree, so I didn’t actually go until I literally went the
week I graduated, Memorial Day weekend of 1980.”
Rather than perform with the Providence cast of the time, Rossi and some friends began what would
eventually become RKO Army. “The lineage of this cast begins in Newport, at the Jane Pickens Theater
in the early fall of 1981.” A succession of casts started and faded out at the Cinerama, he said, and at
the last night the theater operated before it closed down in 1983, Rossi said, “Our cast actually
performed in the very last show there.… It was uninvited. We just came in, did it. We found nobody
there. We just did it.… That was the very last movie they played.”
Asked whether, out of everybody in the world, he might have seen Rocky Horror performed by a live
shadowcast more than anyone else, Rossi said, “There’s a very strong possibility, because I don’t know.”
In the early days, the show was twice every week on Friday and Saturday nights, around 100 shows per
year. “By 1990, or by 1991, I probably hit 1,000.… I’ve got to be past 2,000.” As almost all of the
pioneers retired from involvement, including Rocky Horror Fan Club founder Sal Piro, Rossi said, “I’ve
probably done the show more than anybody now.”
Rossi’s friend Bob Andoscia got him into Rocky Horror, he said. The ancient technology of the 1970s
was limiting. “[Bob] played the music on the vinyl and maybe we had 8-track by then. Maybe I had a
cassette. Just playing the music, enjoying the music, but not going until I graduated,” Rossi said. “It was
him going, basically him and his sister… The concept of people getting up there and performing while
the movie is going on fascinated me.”
The DIY æsthetic was particularly intriguing, he said, because there were no formalities or restrictions.
“We could just get up on our own and start doing something. It was a new phenomenon… and the fact
that we could do it, it seemed like a lot of fun.… We didn’t have to go through anybody like [auditions]
or something, just get up and do it.” Unlike live theater with scripts and directors, “this was more like
going to a club and dancing.… They play songs, and you can dance to them.” Things are more organized
now, he said. “Back then we were, I would say, socially, completely uninhibited – for better or worse.”
For full information for RKOcon 2022, including schedules and ticketing information: rkocon.com

Heat Advisory – Dangerous heat wave ends,
peaks Sun: Rain likely; thunderstorms, tornado
possible Mon
A Heat Advisory is effective until Mon 5pm in RI, MA, and CT for dangerous heat index (combination of
heat and humidity), with Sun the hottest day of a multi-day heat wave. The body loses the ability to
regulate its temperature by evaporating sweat, possibly causing severe illness such as heat stroke,
which is life-threatening.
The heat index is an estimate of the “apparent temperature” based on the combined temperature in the
shade as measured by an ordinary dry bulb thermometer and the relative humidity. Conditions in direct
sunlight will usually be substantially hotter.
At Providence, temperatures are expected to exceed 90F from Sun 11am–5pm with a high of 95F during
the middle to late afternoon, as relative humidity increases from 50% to 70% by sunset. Heat index
could exceed 100 in some areas with potential for record high temperature in both Providence and
Boston
.

NWS advises “Drink plenty of fluids, stay in an air-conditioned room, stay out of the sun, and check up
on relatives and neighbors. Young children and pets should never be left unattended in vehicles under
any circumstances. Take extra precautions if you work or spend time outside. When possible reschedule
strenuous activities to early morning or evening. Know the signs and symptoms of heat exhaustion and
heat stroke. Wear lightweight and loose fitting clothing when possible. To reduce risk during outdoor
work, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration recommends scheduling frequent rest breaks
in shaded or air conditioned environments. Anyone overcome by heat should be moved to a cool and
shaded location. Heat stroke is an emergency! Call 911.”

Rain is likely Mon 1–10pm with a potential for isolated thunderstorms, possibly severe, throughout this
period as well as several hours before and after. The main risk from these thunderstorms will be heavy
rain, strong straight-line wind gusts, and isolated large hail; there is a small but significant chance of
rotational wind that could turn into a life-threatening tornado upon touching ground.
Despite the rain Mon, temperatures just below 90F (thereby ending the official multi-day heat wave)
combined with uncomfortable relative humidity 70-90% will result in heat index of 98, so the same
precautions should be observed as for a heat wave, especially with regard to outdoor activity.
Tue and Wed are expected to be seasonably pleasant, with daytime high temperatures in the mid-80s
and evening low temperatures in the mid-60s, and the next chance of precipitation Wed evening.

Heat Advisory – Dangerous heat index Wed,
Thu: Thunderstorms possible late Thu
A Heat Advisory is effective Wed 11am to Thu 8pm in RI, MA, and CT for dangerous heat index
(combination of heat and humidity) up to 103. The body loses the ability to regulate its temperature by
evaporating sweat, possibly causing severe illness such as heat stroke, which is life-threatening.

The heat index is an estimate of the “apparent temperature” based on the combined temperature in the
shade as measured by an ordinary dry bulb thermometer and the relative humidity. Conditions in direct
sunlight will usually be substantially hotter.

At Providence, Wed temperatures are expected to exceed 90F from 11am to 7pm with a high of 94F
during the middle to late afternoon, although the relative humidity is expected to remain below 50%.

Thu temperatures are expected to be slightly lower, exceeding 85F from 10am to 6pm with a high of
89F in the afternoon, but relative humidity above 60% throughout the day.
NWS advises “Drink plenty of fluids, stay in an air-conditioned room, stay out of the sun, and check up
on relatives and neighbors. Young children and pets should never be left unattended in vehicles under
any circumstances. Take extra precautions if you work or spend time outside. When possible reschedule
strenuous activities to early morning or evening. Know the signs and symptoms of heat exhaustion and
heat stroke. Wear lightweight and loose fitting clothing when possible. To reduce risk during outdoor
work, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration recommends scheduling frequent rest breaks
in shaded or air conditioned environments. Anyone overcome by heat should be moved to a cool and
shaded location. Heat stroke is an emergency! Call 911.”

Locally severe thunderstorms could develop Thu 3pm–10pm, with peak likelihood immediately before
and after sunset (8–9pm) due to thermal instability as the air cools, although the chance of rain will
remain below 20%.

