RI Baby Names 2022: Popularity contest
In a New Year’s tradition, the Center for Vital Records at the RI Department of Health this morning
announced the most popular names chosen for male and female babies born in 2022, based upon
preliminary statistical data; the final results will be compiled in February.
“Charlotte” skyrocketed in popularity for girls, while “Liam” maintained leadership for boys.
The 2022 rankings of the top 10 names (with the top three in 2021 noted within parentheses) in order
from most to least popular are:

Female
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Charlotte
Amelia (3)
Isabella
Olivia (1)
Emma
Luna
Sophia (2)
Ava
Isla
Scarlett and Violet (tie)

Male
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Liam (1)
Noah (2)
Owen
Theodore
Oliver
Benjamin
Julian (3)
Luca
Henry
Lucas

Several web sites compile their own data and make predictions, both nationally and by state, including
names.org/lists/by-state/ri.

First Snow of the Season Likely Sun Night: 1 –
2 in accumulation expected

UPDATE: Winter Weather Advisory posted Sun 12:28pm until Mon 7:00am for portions of northern CT,
central MA and northern RI including the cities of Putnam, Willimantic, Milford, Worcester, Foster,
Smithfield, Providence, Coventry, West Greenwich, East Greenwich, Warwick, and West Warwick where
2 – 4 inches of snow could fall.
At Providence, precipitation is likely through Mon 2am, the first snow of the season with temperatures a
few degrees below freezing before rising above freezing by mid-morning. Colder suburbs outside the
metropolitan area could see slightly higher amounts.
Probability of accumulation at least 0.1in is 98%, 1in is 81%, 2in is 22%, 4in is near 0%. Substantially
higher amounts are expected to the north and west of Providence, as far as Worcester MA, Springfield
MA, and Hartford CT, so travelers should take note.
The next chance of rain will be Thu night.

First Snow of the Season Likely Sun Night:
Little to no accumulation expected

At Providence, precipitation is likely Sun 6pm – Mon 2am, and could include the first snow of the season
although temperatures a few degrees above freezing should prevent any accumulation above a fraction
of an inch. Precipitation could begin as early as Sat 10pm and end as late as Mon 6am, but the
probability is around 15% at each of these extremes and will exceed 50% only for a few hours peaking
at 55% Sun 9pm – 11pm, so the chance of no precipitation at all is around 45%.
Probability of accumulation at least 0.1in is 57%, 1in is 1%, 2in is near 0%. Substantially higher
amounts are expected to the north and west of Providence, as far as Worcester MA, Springfield MA, and
Hartford CT, so travelers should take note.
The next chance of rain will be Thu night.

RI Recreational Cannabis Sales Begin Dec 1:
Five retail venues licensed to open
Recreational cannabis sales begin Thu, Dec 1, under a new state statute signed into law on May 25.
“Five licensed medical marijuana compassion centers have been approved for hybrid retail licenses,
which allow them to sell both medical and adult use marijuana products in retail settings,” the office of
RI Gov. Daniel McKee said in a statement Nov 22. The governor’s office confirmed to Motif that as of
Nov 30 the venues expected to commence retail sales of recreational cannabis to the public on Dec 1
are:
Aura of Rhode Island, 1136 Lonsdale Ave, Central Falls
Thomas C. Slater Center, 1 Corliss St, Providence
Mother Earth Wellness, 125 Esten Ave, Pawtucket
Greenleaf Compassionate Care Center, 1637 W Main Rd, Portsmouth
RISE (formerly Summit), 380 Jefferson Blvd, Warwick
These venues have been granted “hybrid retail licenses” allowing them to add recreational sales to their
existing medical sales. Buyers must be adults at least 21 years old.
“This milestone is the result of a carefully executed process to ensure that our state’s entry into this
emerging market was done in a safe, controlled and equitable manner,” McKee said in the statement.
“It is also a win for our statewide economy and our strong, locally based cannabis supply chain, which
consists of nearly 70 licensed cultivators, processors and manufacturers in addition to our licensed
compassion centers. Finally, I thank the leadership of the General Assembly for passing this practical
implementation framework in the Rhode Island Cannabis Act and I look forward to continuing our work
together on this issue.”
“We were pleased with the quality and comprehensiveness of the applications we received from the
state’s compassion centers, and we are proud to launch adult use sales in Rhode Island just six months
after the Cannabis Act was signed into law, marking the Northeast’s fastest implementation period,”
Matt Santacroce, interim deputy director of the Rhode Island Department of Business Regulation (DBR),
said in the statement. “We look forward to continuing to work with the state’s cannabis business
community to ensure this critical economic sector scales in compliance with the rules and regulations
put forward by state regulators.”
Part of DBR, the Office of Cannabis Regulation issues four classes of cannabis licenses to retail sellers
such a dispensaries, to cultivators, to handlers of industrial hemp, and to sellers of non-psychogenic
cannabidiol (CBD) products.

RI Election 2022 — Magaziner, McKee,
cannabis sales win big: Democrats sweep all
state general offices
Republican candidates, expected to mount strong challenges in marquee races, went down to defeat
against Democratic opponents in RI in the Nov 8 election, although by varying margins.

For the seat being vacated by retiring James Langevin (D) in the US House of Representatives for the
2nd congressional district, Allan Fung (R), who served as mayor of Cranston for 12 years, lost by a
narrow margin to Seth Magaziner (D), who is completing eight years as general treasurer. Fung
conceded around 10pm, his 92,870 votes (46.9%) significantly behind Magaziner’s 99,438 votes (50.3%)
with 99% (412 of 414) of precincts reporting. At one point in the counting an hour earlier, there was a
virtual tie between Fung 81,275 (48.6%) and Magaziner 81,192 (48.6%) separated by only 83 votes.
What tipped the scales irretrievably were mail ballots reported into the tally over an hour after polls
closed at 8pm, as usually happens, Magaziner’s 12,484 beating Fung’s 4,252, a ratio of nearly 3-to-1.
Fung was hurt by worse than expected performance in Cranston (Fung 50.1% – Magaziner 48.2%) and
Warwick (Magaziner 51.5% – Fung 45.3%), which should have been Fung’s base. Polls consistently
showed Fung leading, but we criticized those polls on the basis of biased statistical sampling and
consequent over-weighting, and our criticisms proved vindicated. William Gilbert, formerly head of
the Moderate Party but running as an independent after that party lost ballot access, received 2.7% of
the vote, well below the margin separating Magaziner and Fung and therefore too little to be a “spoiler”
as some feared.
In the other major contest expected to be somewhat competitive, incumbent Daniel McKee (D) (57.7%)
handily defeated newcomer Ashley Kalus (R) (39.1%), a margin of 18.6 percentage points and much
greater than the 45% – 32% polling prediction and its margin of 13 percentage points.

Among the other statewide general officers, Gregg Amore (D) (59.2%) trounced Pat Cortellessa (R)
(40.6%) for secretary of state as did incumbent Peter F. Neronha (D) (61.2%) over Charles C.
Calenda (R) (38.7%) for attorney general. In a closer race than expected, incumbent Sabina Matos
(50.9%) defeated Aaron C. Guckian (R) (43.4%) and Ross K. McCurdy (I) (5.5%) to win her first full
term as lieutenant governor after being appointed to replace McKee when he became governor as a
result of the resignation of Gina Raimondo to become US commerce secretary. For general treasurer,
a stepping stone to higher office in recent years for Magaziner and Raimondo, former Central Falls
mayor James A. Diossa (D) (54.0%) defeated James L. Lathrop (R) (45.8%), also somewhat closer
than expected.
For US House in the 1st district, incumbent David N. Cicilline (D) (63.6%) faced no meaningful
opposition from Allen R. Waters (R) (36.2%).
All three statewide bond referenda (new facilities at the URI Narragansett Bay Campus, Pre-K through
grade 12 public school facilities, and “environmental and recreational” projects for the “green
economy”) were approved by strong margins.
Issuance of licenses for new cannabis-related businesses was on the local ballot in 31 of the 39 cities
and towns in RI, approved in 25 and rejected in six. Voters rejected cannabis businesses in a few
relatively wealthy or rural municipalities: Barrington, East Greenwich, Jamestown, Little Compton,
Scituate, and Smithfield. Voters authorized new cannabis businesses in most places: Bristol, Burrillville,
Charlestown, Coventry, Cumberland, East Providence, Glocester, Hopkinton, Johnston, Lincoln,
Middletown, Narragansett, New Shoreham (Block Island), Newport, North Kingstown, North
Providence, North Smithfield, Richmond, South Kingstown, Tiverton, Warren, West Greenwich, West
Warwick, Westerly, and Woonsocket. Because the new act only allows municipalities to opt out if they
have not already licensed cannabis-related businesses in the past, eight cities and towns did not vote on
bans: Central Falls, Cranston, Exeter, Foster, Pawtucket, Portsmouth, Providence, and Warwick.
Full RI election results are available at www.ri.gov/election/results/2022/general_election on the web.

Opinion – Fung Squirms as Magaziner Treads
Water: 2nd Congressional District a Toss-Up

Candidates forum at University of Rhode Island Edwards Hall, Oct 17, 2022. L-R: Seth Magaziner (D),
Allan Fung (R), William Gilbert (I), Ian Donnis (The Public’s Radio), Patrick Anderson (Providence
Journal), Juliana Lepore (Good Five-Cent Cigar).
(Photo: Michael Bilow)
See how this turned out.
In a three-way contest to represent the RI 2nd congressional district in the US House – among
Republican Allan Fung, independent William Gilbert, and Democrat Seth Magaziner – polling has
consistently shown a dead heat between Fung and Magaziner with considerable uncertainty as to
whether Gilbert could serve as a spoiler either way.
In two candidate forums on Oct 17 and 18, Fung struggled to distance himself from the national policies
of the Republican Party, essentially saying that he opposes most of what they support but nevertheless
promising to help elect them to House leadership if, as is likely, Republicans become the majority party
in the chamber. Whether Republicans in Congress would really try to carry out their most radical
proposals if they had the power is hardly certain, especially given their track record for many years
under Presidents Barack Obama and Donald Trump, threatening to repeal Affordable Care Act
(“Obamacare”) health insurance and repeatedly failing to do it. But some of the proposals are shocking.

RI 2nd congressional district candidates forum at University of Rhode Island Edwards Hall, Oct 17,
2022. L-R: Seth Magaziner (D), Allan Fung (R), William Gilbert (I).
(Photo: Michael Bilow)
The Washington Post reported Oct 18, “House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) said that if
Republicans win control of the House that the GOP will use raising the debt limit as leverage to force
spending cuts – which could include cuts to Medicare and Social Security – and limit additional funding
to Ukraine.” Catherine Rampell explained this in a separate analysis accompanying the news story in
The Washington Post: “Republicans have withheld their support from raising the debt limit before,
usually framing their hostage-taking as a commitment to fiscal restraint. But the debt ceiling has
nothing to do with new spending; rather, it’s a somewhat arbitrary statutory cap on how much the
government can borrow to pay off bills that it has already incurred, through tax and spending decisions
that Congress has already made. Refusing to raise the debt limit is like going to a restaurant, ordering
the lobster and a $500 bottle of wine, and then declaring yourself financially responsible because you
skipped out on the check.” Using the federal deficit as justification for cutting Social Security and
Medicare is particularly disgraceful while Republicans in Congress argue to make permanent the
Trump tax cuts for corporations and wealthy individuals and block renewal of the tax credit that cut
child poverty in half from 2020 to 2021 before it expired.
A number of Republicans in Congress have advocated even stranger proposals. Ron Johnson, seeking
re-election to a third term in the Senate from Wisconsin, wants to convert Social Security and Medicare
to discretionary programs, requiring Congress to vote every year whether to fund them, thereby putting
them into play as political footballs. Rick Scott, senator from Florida, similarly wants to “sunset” every
federal spending program after five years and require votes to renew them, saying “If a law is worth
keeping, Congress can pass it again.” An essential component of Social Security and Medicare is that
people can rely on the programs to be there in future years when they need them, and eliminating that
assurance would effectively destroy them.
On the one hand, Fung characterized claims that he would support cutting entitlement programs as an
“outright lie from Seth,” saying “Here’s why I would not do that. You see that woman that’s sitting in
the front row right there? That’s my mom. My mom, who after a 35-year career, opening and running
Kong Wen restaurant, a small family business, after her and my dad came to this country as immigrants,
retired. She’s on Social Security, that fixed income like millions of other mothers and fathers and
grandparents across the country, I will stand up and make sure they do not cut Social Security down in

Washington, DC.”
Magaziner immediately attacked Fung’s statement as hypocritical: “The Republican leadership in
Washington isn’t even trying to hide it. They have said that one of their top priorities is to cut Social
Security and Medicare… The head Republican of the Budget Committee, a guy named Jason Smith…
said in an interview with Bloomberg two weeks ago that his top priority if the Republicans take control –
his top priority, as chair of the Budget Committee – will be to cut Social Security and Medicare, and that
he is willing to shut down the government in order to get his way.… So for [Fung] to say that he’s for
Social Security, he’s for Medicare, but he wants to put the leadership team in Washington that has
made this one of their top priorities to cut those programs, is beyond disingenuous. That’s like saying,
‘I’m gonna put the fox in charge of the hen-house, but don’t worry, I like hens, I’m pro-hen, I like it. But
I’m gonna put the fox in charge, just don’t worry about it.’”
Forum panelist Ian Donnis of the Public’s Radio asked Fung, “You say you would not support a
national abortion ban, but it was the Republican Party that engineered the rise of the conservative
majority on the US Supreme Court that overturned Roe v. Wade. Considering that, why should women
concerned about abortion restrictions vote for you?” Fung answered, “I would preserve that ability for a
woman to make that important, deeply personal medical decision and reserve the ability for late-term
abortions for the life of the mother, rape, or incest.” Magaziner countered, “Three years ago, many of us
worked together to protect abortion rights in Rhode Island. And Allan and a lot of Republicans said, ‘Oh,
you know, Roe v. Wade is never going to be overturned, you’re fear-mongering.’ Well, look what
happened. We passed a law in Rhode Island three years ago to protect women in Rhode Island. Allan
was against that bill, vocally. I was for it just like most Rhode Islanders. There’s a fundamental
difference between us here.”

RI 2nd congressional district candidates forum at University of Rhode Island Edwards Hall, Oct 17,
2022. L-R: Ian Donnis (The Public’s Radio), Patrick Anderson (Providence Journal), Juliana Lepore (Good
Five-Cent Cigar).
(Photo: Michael Bilow)
Forum panelist Juliana Lepore, news editor of The Good Five-Cent Cigar, the University of Rhode
Island student newspaper, asked all of the candidates, “Should the United States continue to offer aid to

Ukraine for the length of its war with Russia?” All answered in the affirmative, with Magaziner simply
saying “Yes, absolutely” and Gilbert saying “I would increase it.” But Fung gave a subtly nuanced
response (emphasis added): “Yes, I do support additional humanitarian aid there because the
devastation you’re seeing coming out of Ukraine is unimaginable.” No one pursued this at the time, but
Fung is a very intelligent trained lawyer with 20 years of experience in politics, so it is a good
assumption that he chooses his words carefully: Specifically supporting humanitarian aid is diplomatic
code for opposing military aid. (Motif invited the Fung campaign to clarify, but they have not
responded.)
Evidence is mounting of war crimes by Russia on a scale unseen since World War II: mass graves of
thousands of murdered Ukrainian civilians, Iran supplying drone bombs and troops to enable Russia to
destroy the Ukraine electric grid and fuel lines, and increasingly unhinged threats from Russia to attack
US space satellites if intelligence information is shared. Fung’s seemingly minor distinction in wording
may turn out to be enormously significant because support for Ukraine is under attack from both the
far-right and the far-left, and McCarthy is reported to plan to cut aid to Ukraine if Republicans retake
the US House. Josh Hawley, Republican senator from Missouri, said in May that Ukraine aid is “not in
America’s interests” and “allows Europe to freeload.” When President Biden asked Congress to approve
an aid package to Ukraine in the spring, all 57 votes in the House and 11 votes in the Senate opposing it
were from Republicans. The New York Times reported on Oct 27 that Russian strongman dictator
Vladimir Putin is actively soliciting support from “conservative-minded people in the West,” quoting him
saying “In the United States there’s a very strong part of the public who maintain traditional values,
and they’re with us.” When Putin speaks of “traditional values,” this refers to his long-standing attacks
against LGBTQ rights and minority non-Christian religions.
RI congressional districts are lopsided, with the 1st district overwhelmingly Democratic and most of the
Republicans in the state concentrated into the 2nd district; in the 2020 presidential election, Biden beat
Trump in the 1st district 63.9% – 34.6% (net 29.3 percentage points) and in the 2nd district 56.0% –
42.5% (net 13.5 percentage points).
While Fung has been leading Magaziner in telephone polls (about which we raised substantial systemic
accuracy concerns), analysts still consider Magaziner the slight favorite. The non-partisan Cook Political
Report as of Oct 25 gives a 4-point advantage to the Democrat, which it considers a “Democratic toss
up.” FiveThirtyEight (a subsidiary of ABC News) as of Oct 26 gives Magaziner a 57% chance of winning
with an expected vote of 48.8% to 47.5% for Fung (and 3.6% for Gilbert), which it also calls a “toss up.”
A telephone poll conducted Oct 1 – 4 by Suffolk University in collaboration with The Boston Globe found
Fung leading Magaziner 45% – 37%, but the large 13% undecided bloc means the seat is really up for
grabs. The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee polling arm DCCC Analytics on Oct 26
released their own poll of 812 likely voters, conducted Oct 23 – 24, showing a tie 48% Fung – 48%
Magaziner with 5% undecided; the DCCC is a partisan group and their poll did not include Gilbert.
The real obstacle for Fung is that US House races have become nationalized in a highly-polarized
climate where Democrats are struggling to defend their slim 221 – 214 seat majority in a “mid-term”
election (that is, without a presidential contest). As of Oct 27, FiveThirtyEight ranks 219 seats either
strongly, likely, or leaning Republican; 203 seats either strongly, likely, or leaning Democratic; and 13
seats a toss-up: 218 seats are needed for a majority – resulting in an 82% likelihood of Republicans
winning control of the House, but leaving Democrats a respectable 18% chance.
Voters in the RI 2nd congressional district have a rare opportunity to play a major role in national

politics by tipping the balance of control in the US House of Representatives. Fung is in the race of his
political career, capitalizing on two decades as a known quantity and familiar name to voters, but he is
forced to run against his own party to do it. Will voters take that risk? If he wins, is a moderate
Republican congressman from New England an anachronism who would find it impossible to function in
a hopelessly polarized environment?

Opinion – Cannabis Bans on 31 of 39 Local RI
Ballots: Revenue implications could be
substantial

See how this turned out.
Prohibiting licensing of cannabis-related businesses directly defies the underlying principle of the new
Cannabis Act that legalized adult recreational use, which is to regulate it like alcohol. Allowing local
bans of cannabis-related business was a necessary political compromise to get the legislation passed
after well over a decade of stalling and obstruction.
As Sen. Joshua Miller (D-28), the prime sponsor of the Cannabis Act in the RI State Senate, told Motif
in 2020*, “The idea with us not putting limits on it is that we do have free enterprise, and the market
will at some point limit it. Let the market limit it rather than the state regulating the limits. As an
example, I think there are 1,500 liquor stores in the state by the amount of licenses available. At any
given moment, there’s probably a few hundred of those dormant and the market expands into those or

shrinks based on the retail marketplace, and alcohol is an example of something that was considered at
one point something that should be prohibited and is now virtually regulated not by the state but by free
enterprise.” As with the failed national experiment of alcohol prohibition in the 1920s, bans are likely to
provide incentives and encouragement for a black market, foregoing benefits of quality control and tax
revenue.
“Municipalities not already hosting medical compassion centers may by referendum opt out of allowing
sales. Municipalities currently hosting licensed cultivators or testing laboratories may opt out for the
future, but existing facilities will be grandfathered in. A procedure is provided that allows communities
to revisit their decision to opt out in later years, should they choose to do so. Municipalities may by
local ordinance ban use of cannabis in public places.”**
Because the new act only allows municipalities to opt out if they have not already licensed cannabisrelated businesses in the past, larger and urban communities will not see a referendum question like
this: “Shall new cannabis-related licenses for businesses involved in the cultivation, manufacture,
laboratory testing and for the retail sale of adult recreational-use cannabis be issued…?” Such a
question is on the local ballot in 31 of the 39 municipalities in RI:
Barrington, Bristol, Burrillville, Charlestown, Coventry, Cumberland, East Greenwich, East Providence,
Glocester, Hopkinton, Jamestown, Johnston, Lincoln, Little Compton, Middletown, Narragansett,
Newport, New Shoreham, North Kingstown, North Providence, North Smithfield, Richmond, Scituate,
Smithfield, South Kingstown, Tiverton, Warren, Westerly, West Greenwich, West Warwick, and
Woonsocket.
(The eight cities and towns not voting on bans are Central Falls, Cranston, Exeter, Foster, Pawtucket,
Portsmouth, Providence, and Warwick.)

While local bans are being considered primarily in less-populated areas, these would cover a large
amount of real estate, possibly making it difficult for their residents to lawfully access retail cannabis

products without traveling halfway across the state. Of course voters may shoot down a lot of these
bans: It is difficult to imagine that such cities as Johnston, Newport, North Providence, and Woonsocket,
which are certainly not rural at all, would really expect that a local ban could succeed, and it would be
downright strange for South Kingstown, the home of the state flagship University of Rhode Island, to
think that banning retail sales would be a step forward.
Aside from surrendering tax revenue for cannabis-related businesses, proponents of bans would be
shifting whatever problems might be associated with such businesses to neighboring municipalities or
even to neighboring states. It is obvious that forcing alcohol purchasers to drive for a half-hour each
way to reach the nearest liquor store would have undesirable consequences. Why such NIMBYism (“not
in my back yard”) is acceptable with cannabis but not alcohol is mystifying.
How the election results shake out will determine the consequences, and there are a number of
different possibilities that could emerge. If only a few rural areas adopt bans, they will turn themselves
into isolated islands among a sea of retail commerce that passes them by, and the practical effects will
be minimal. If a large fraction of the proposed bans are adopted, especially in populous urban
communities such as Newport and Woonsocket, then much of the benefits of the Cannabis Act will be
lost to the existing black market that will not be brought under a regulatory and tax structure, and
widespread defiance of the law will simply continue as it has for decades. If the middle ground occurs
and there are many bans enacted but not too many, then the state will have a patchwork of permissive
and restrictive areas scattered essentially at random, and customers will take their patronage to nearby
retailers who pay taxes to neighboring jurisdictions.
Where local bans pass, as the black market and loss of revenue become apparent, there will be
pressures to reconsider the bans through referenda at nearly every election in the future, until almost
every such ban is repealed. In the meantime, the last vestiges of prohibition will keep struggling,
zombie-like, against their inevitable demise.
UPDATE Nov 9, 2022: Of the 31 municipalities considering bans, 25 voted to allow and six voted to
deny licensing of new cannabis-related businesses (“RI Election 2022 — Magaziner, McKee, cannabis
sales win big: Democrats sweep all state general offices”, by Michael Bilow, Nov 8, 2022).
*(“News Analysis: Cannabis Proposal Focuses on Medical as Lead-In to Recreational“, by Michael Bilow,
Apr 1, 2020)
**(“Pot in Every Pot: RI Legalizes Recreational Cannabis”, by Michael Bilow, May 25, 2022).

Early voting now open to all in RI: No
explanation or application required
Motif has analyzed a few of the hotly contested races and the statewide referendum questions (“News
Analysis – Elections 2022: Few contested races remain after primaries”, by Michael Bilow, Oct 5).

Every registered voter in RI is allowed to vote early with no need for explanation or pre-approval: just
show up at your local city or town hall during their published hours and vote. Early voting began Oct 19
and continues until Nov 7, the day before election day, which is Nov 8. If you do not vote early, you can
vote on election day when polls are open statewide 7am – 8pm (except on Block Island where they open
at 9am).
For the current election cycle, you must have been registered on or before Oct 9. You can check your
registration status: vote.sos.ri.gov/Home/UpdateVoterRecord You can look up your in-person election
day polling place and view a sample ballot for your precinct: vote.sos.ri.gov/Home/PollingPlaces
Each city or town has its own schedule for early voting, published by the secretary of state –
vote.sos.ri.gov/Elections/PollingPlaceHours – on the web. Most are Mon – Fri during the business day,
9am – 4pm, but some are open a little earlier or a little later, a few close early on Fri, and in some cases
they are open on the last weekend before election day.

RI requires that you present photo identification in order to vote: to be used for voting purposes, it must
not be expired more than six months prior but need not list a current address. Valid forms of photo
identification include RI driving license or permit, US passport, ID card issued by any federally
recognized tribal government, ID card issued by an educational institution in the US, US military ID

card, ID card issued by the US or RI government agency (such as a RIPTA bus pass), government-issued
medical card, or RI Voter ID card. If anyone needs photo identification to vote, they can get a RI Voter
ID card at no cost from the Elections Division at the RI Department of State; telephone (401)222-2340
or e-mail elections@sos.ri.gov to learn how. The Elections Division can also accommodate those, such as
transgender voters, whose current appearance or name may not match their photo identification.
The voting process in RI uses a large-format paper ballot on card stock that is marked with a felt-tip pen
and then inserted by the voter for optical scanning. If for reasons of disability a voter is unable to use
the regular system, they can be accommodated by an accessible “ExpressVote” using a touch-screen.
After completing the process, you should be issued an “I voted” sticker.

Lending Library of Things: PVD Things opens
in Olneyville

PVD Things exterior at grand opening, Oct 23, 2022.
(Photo: Michael Bilow)

Dillon Fagan of PVD Things at grand opening, Oct 23, 2022.
(Photo: Michael Bilow)
PVD Things held its grand opening on Sun, Oct 23, at its new space at 12 Library Ct in Olneyville. The
multi-room facility was open for tours, and free hot dogs (with vegetarian options) were being served
from a grill.
“We are a non-profit co-operative tool-lending library, and what that means is we’re a non-profit that is
democratically governed by the people who use it. We rent out useful things just like a library would
with books, but now we’re lending out drills, ladders, or basically anything under the sun,” said Dillon
Fagan, one of the organizers. The typical loan period is seven days, renewable for an additional seven
days, he said.
There is a growing national movement in many cities to spin up such “libraries of things” and, although
there is no umbrella organization or consortium, there are on-line forums for sharing ideas, problems,
and solutions, Fagan said. Devon Curtin, who was grilling the hot dogs, said he had previously been
part of a similar group in Baltimore before moving to PVD.

Devon Curtin of PVD Things at grand opening, Oct 23, 2022.
(Photo: Michael Bilow)
“You can go on our website [pvdthings.coop], you just purchase a member share, and it sends you
through some forms that you have to fill out for liability and whatnot. And then once you’ve done that,
you’re a member,” Fagan said. “We ask that you join as a member, that’s a one-time fee of $20. That is
refundable, so if you do not want to be a member anymore, you get that $20 back. However, every year,
we’re going to be asking you to pay dues to help cover the operating costs, and that’s on a sliding scale
so it’s just $1 per $1,000 of annual income per year.” The annual dues assessment is on the honor
system, Fagan said. “We don’t look into it, just trust that you’re being honest.” Sponsorships are
available for those in need but unable to pay.
The web site lists inventory, Fagan said, and there is a companion mobile app that queries inventory
information, all written in-house.
The organization was incorporated in March 2021, Fagan said, but the process of formation began
about a year earlier and there are now approximately 100 members. The physical facility in Olneyville
has been occupied for only a couple of months. “That was the most difficult part and we knew that
going into it, going through those forums online. Everyone said the same thing: It’s difficult to secure
space, especially how the rent situation is.” That the building has a very prominent painted banner
reading “Library Ct” was, he said, “just a pure coincidence. Very fitting for us.”

PVD Things board games at grand opening, Oct 23, 2022.
(Photo: Michael Bilow)

PVD Things outdoor gear at grand opening, Oct 23, 2022.
(Photo: Michael Bilow)

PVD Things lawn equipment at grand opening, Oct 23, 2022.
(Photo: Michael Bilow)

PVD Things interior at grand opening, Oct 23, 2022.
(Photo: Michael Bilow)

PVD Things interior at grand opening, Oct 23, 2022.
(Photo: Michael Bilow)

PVD Things reference books at grand opening, Oct 23, 2022.
(Photo: Michael Bilow)

PVD Things automotive and cleaning equipment at grand opening, Oct 23, 2022.
(Photo: Michael Bilow)

PVD Things hand tools at grand opening, Oct 23, 2022.
(Photo: Michael Bilow)

PVD Things power tools at grand opening, Oct 23, 2022.
(Photo: Michael Bilow)

At some point the organization hopes to provide instruction in use of tools rather than merely lending
the tools themselves. “We don’t have anything set up yet, but we are planning on having skill-sharing
workshops that volunteers will be running, and I have heard from some people who have come in that
they’re willing to help out with some different types of workshops,” Fagan said. “I’ll probably do a
programming workshop because I’m a software engineer. So that’s my skill set.”

PVD Things 3D printer at grand opening, Oct 23, 2022.
(Photo: Michael Bilow)
Although the bulk of lendable things is concentrated on traditional hand and power tools, from drills to
automotive gear to lawn mowers, as well as construction implements such as ladders, the range
encompasses everything from guitars and board games to a small 3D printer. Consumables, he said, are
the responsibility of the borrower, whether nails and screws for hammers and drills or thermoplastic for
the 3D printer.
Cooking utensils are in demand, Fagan said, because people need such simple things as muffin tins for
special occasions but may use them only a few times a year. He said he has an interest in paella pans
and paella burners because he loves Spanish food but would not need them often. Cooking might be a
topic for skill-sharing workshops, he said.
There is a small selection of “how-to” books, but “we don’t plan on being like a library with tons of
books. If we are going to have some books, it’s just going to be pretty specific to DIY projects and stuff
like that,” Fagan said.
Some kinds of items cannot be part of the inventory for insurance reasons, Fagan said, and kayaks and
bicycles, for example, must be re-donated elsewhere. Weirdly, another item prohibited for insurance
reasons are bouncy houses.

PVD Things interior at grand opening, Oct 23, 2022.
(Photo: Michael Bilow)
The Olneyville facility has regular hours every Wednesday, 6 – 8pm, but “as more volunteers come on,
we’ll have the capacity to be open more days of the week and more hours,” Fagan said.
“We have put out a survey to see what people would want. I think it would be nice if we have some kind
of regular cadence of asking our members, ‘Hey, what are we lacking?’” Fagan said. “Part of the name
is ‘things.’ I guess the idea really is whatever the membership wants, that is what PVD Things will
have.”
PVD Things “Library of Things” membership co-operative, 12 Library Ct, PVD. Web: pvdthings.coop
Facebook: facebook.com/pvdthings

Fung leads Magaziner, McKee leads Kalus:
Political poll results

WPRI-12/RWU poll: RI 2nd Congressional District (Source:
https://www.wpri.com/12-news-rwu-poll-results-october-2022/)
A telephone poll was conducted by Fleming and Associates of Cumberland (sponsored by WPRI-12
News and Roger Williams University) of 402 RI likely voters, 254 of whom were in the Congressional
second district, from Thu, Sep 29, to Sun, Oct 2.
The most notable result shows Congressional second district Republican nominee Allan Fung leading
Democratic nominee Seth Magaziner, 46% – 40%, with independent candidate William Gilbert at 4%,
not sure at 9%, and refused to answer at 1%. Due to the small number polled, the sampling margin of
error is a relatively large ±6.2 percentage points, meaning that the actual numbers in the population
under study could, in fact, be exactly reversed.

WPRI-12/RWU poll: RI governor (Source: https://www.wpri.com/12-news-rwu-poll-results-october-2022/)
There are other elements of statistical bias in the poll, particularly the high percentage of cellular (90%)
as opposed to landline (10%) respondents, which tends to oversample younger voters and undersample

older voters. Age-bias is important because the same poll shows Magaziner leading Fung 49% – 37%
among voters 18 – 39 but Fung leading Magaziner 49% – 39% among voters 40 and older. Counterintuitively, this means the sampling margin of error for undersampled subpopulations, once the raw
results are normalized and weighted to compensate, could be easily an order of magnitude greater than
that of the overall sample, such that only a handful of outlier responses would greatly distort the
reported result. In other words, Magaziner is doing much better among the subpopulations that the poll
captures more accurately. The poll does not publish sufficient raw data needed to estimate the
boundaries of this problem.
As Motif noted a few days ago just before these poll results were released (“News Analysis — Elections
2022: Few contested races remain after primaries,” by Michael Bilow, Oct 5), although “Fung is an
unusually strong Republican candidate by RI standards and has a credible chance of winning the House
seat,” based on historical data “political forecasting news service Five Thirty Eight considers the race
‘likely Democratic’ with an 83% probability of Magaziner winning…”
The same poll reports the race for governor with Democratic nominee Daniel McKee leading
Republican nominee Ashley Kalus by a double-digit margin, 45% – 32%, with not sure at 15%, refused
to answer at 1%, and the remainder scattered among independent Paul Rianna (3%), independent
Zachary Hurwitz (2%), and libertarian Elijah Gizzarelli (2%). For the statewide race, the sampling
margin of error is a tighter ±4.9 percentage points. This is consistent with the prior observation in
Motif that “the conventional wisdom is that Kalus has the chance of a snowball in hell of upsetting
McKee.”

WPRI-12/RWU poll: Dan McKee favorability (Source:
https://www.wpri.com/12-news-rwu-poll-results-october-2022/)

WPRI-12/RWU poll: Ashley Kalus favorability (Source:
https://www.wpri.com/12-news-rwu-poll-results-october-2022/)
The poll attempted “favorability” ratings for McKee and Kalus: reporting McKee at 13% very favorable,
32% somewhat favorable, 14% somewhat unfavorable, 22% very unfavorable, and 19% not sure;
reporting Kalus at 16% very favorable, 17% somewhat favorable, 13% somewhat unfavorable, 19% very
unfavorable, and 35% not sure. The usual way of summarizing this is to view McKee as net +9 (45%
favorable – 36% unfavorable) and Kalus as net +1 (33% favorable – 32% unfavorable). The large “not
sure” blocs are more of an opportunity for Kalus to define herself to the one-third of the electorate who
pretty much has no idea who she is, while a concern for McKee who as the sitting governor should be
worried that one-fifth of the electorate does not know enough about him to form an opinion.

WPRI-12/RWU poll: Top issues for RI voters (Source:
https://www.wpri.com/12-news-rwu-poll-results-october-2022/)
Asking about the direction the state has been moving, 34% said right, 45% said wrong, 9% said neither
right nor wrong, and 12% said not sure. A question like this is minimally useful, essentially measuring
satisfaction or dissatisfaction with the current political leadership.

WPRI-12/RWU poll: Pawtucket soccer stadium (Source:
https://www.wpri.com/12-news-rwu-poll-results-october-2022/)
Asked to choose the single most important issue from a list, 42% said cost of living, 14% said abortion,
11% said education, 10% said health care, 9% said taxes, 7% said public safety, 6% said other, and 2%
answered not sure.
Public money for construction of a soccer stadium in Pawtucket was overwhelmingly unpopular, 56% –
31% opposed with 12% not sure.

