Lunar Notes: January 2023
Aries: You concentrate on networking and positioning yourself, with an eye to the future. Who do you
want to be and where do you want to go? Jupiter in your sign until May brings good fortune and puts
you in the right place at the right time. Take advantage of this time. Be wary of becoming overconfident
and promising more than you can deliver.
Taurus: You contemplate a career move and change in direction. Wait until mid-month before making
any big changes. During the New Moon on the 21st, certain developments emerge that have a bearing on
your future plans. Assess these changes before making any decisions. Money is important but you are
searching for satisfaction.
Gemini: You will be shifting gears when Mars goes direct on the 12th and Mercury, your ruler, on the
18th. Certain issues become clear and you are energized as you begin to plan your next steps. You factor
in budget issues before making changes. You adjust your thinking and actions to suit the situation you
find yourself in. Your asset is your adaptability.
Cancer: As the New Year begins, you scrutinize some of your relationships. Do these folks have the
same values as you? While you are analyzing all of this, some new and exciting people enter your life.
They are different and fun but may not be stable or long-term. Only you can decide who is in your life
and who is not.
Leo: You keep a healthy balance between work and play. The folks in your life are a mixed bag of
colleagues, friends, and family. Some friendships become problematic and you wonder why they want to
argue. Some serious conversations take place. Along with the difficult ones, there are those you really
enjoy. You’re good at balancing both types.
Virgo: You move easily from the holiday festivities to the everyday routine. You have serious but
pleasant relationships with colleagues as well as friends and acquaintances during this period. A
financial windfall resulting in some legal issues comes to fruition. While you are attentive to work, you
make time for some socializing with a romantic twist.
Libra: You transition from stay-at-home to out-and-about, taking care of business, and socializing in a
big way. You’re exposed to people who broaden your horizons and help you see the big picture. There
may be some legal issues or upsets in the cash flow. These issues don’t slow you down as you continue
on your way.
Scorpio: As the month begins, you’re busy with appointments, conversations, and generally running
around town. By the New Moon on the 21st, you’re ready to settle in and remain on the home front for a
while. Around this period someone acts in a surprising and upsetting manner. You don’t mind the
unusual but when things get too crazy you prefer to distance yourself.
Sagittarius: You think about the things and people you value and how to get more of those in your life.
You don’t have much time for contemplation as the pace of your life picks up and you have to juggle
tasks, phone calls, and social engagements. Jupiter in your love sector brings a wealth of possibilities
your way. Enjoy, but think it over before you commit.

Capricorn: You assert yourself and move into position for the New Year ahead. Your planning includes
budget and how to use your time to the best of advantage to you. This does not preclude some wild and
crazy social events. Some unusual, creative people enter your circle of friends. They liven things up,
something you are ready for.
Aquarius: Venus in your sign at the start of the New Year extends the festivities for you. Don’t make
the mistake of neglecting your everyday business. You can handle both work and play at this time. The
January New Moon signals a time for change. Expect some craziness around the 22nd. You have no
problems with the unexpected as it brings some excitement.
Pisces: You happily connect with all your friends and acquaintances. Your network expands,
introducing you to some interesting people. A financial windfall helps to pay off the holiday bills that
come due in January. Your daily routine is anything but routine as surprises and upsets force you to
adjust your schedule. You roll with it all easily.

RI Baby Names 2022: Popularity contest
In a New Year’s tradition, the Center for Vital Records at the RI Department of Health this morning
announced the most popular names chosen for male and female babies born in 2022, based upon
preliminary statistical data; the final results will be compiled in February.
“Charlotte” skyrocketed in popularity for girls, while “Liam” maintained leadership for boys.
The 2022 rankings of the top 10 names (with the top three in 2021 noted within parentheses) in order
from most to least popular are:

Female
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Charlotte
Amelia (3)
Isabella
Olivia (1)
Emma
Luna
Sophia (2)
Ava
Isla
Scarlett and Violet (tie)

Male
1. Liam (1)
2. Noah (2)

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Owen
Theodore
Oliver
Benjamin
Julian (3)
Luca
Henry
Lucas

Several web sites compile their own data and make predictions, both nationally and by state, including
names.org/lists/by-state/ri.

Llego La Navidad: Breaking down the
traditional Puerto Rican Christmas feast, one
dish at a time
The holiday season is here, which means parties, giftgiving, acts of kindness, and yummy food. It’s the
time of year to not only give and receive, but also to celebrate the different ways to celebrate, so that
we can relate to one another. And what better way to do that than to see what’s cooking for the holidays
across cultures?
Nora Dooley’s famous children’s book Everybody Cooks Rice comes to mind, where the main character
gets to sample dinner at every house in her neighborhood while searching for her brother to bring him
home for their own dinner. Not only did she get her fill of delicious food, but she had a world of
possibilities opened up to her, all while realizing that despite their differences, each dinner had one
common denominator: rice.
In Puerto Rican culture, the traditional Christmas feast (held on December 24 or Noche Buena)
definitely has rice as an absolute must. Every nook and cranny of your place fills up with smells and
warmth to make your mouth water and cheeks flush with anticipation. And now, a la Nora Dooley, I’m
going to break down each dish that makes up this coveted feast. A comer!

Main Course
Pernil y Arroz con Gandules
It wouldn’t be a Puerto Rican Christmas without Pernil (roasted pork shoulder) and Arroz con Gandules
(rice and pigeon peas). The pork is seasoned, then slow-roasted in the oven for most of the day (just like
the turkey on Thanksgiving Day), and by the time it is out of the oven, the tender meat and juicy pork
skin slide right off the bone. The rice is yellow from a combo of sazón and tomato paste, getting its
distinct flavor from sofrito, the first ingredient that goes into the pot, along with recao, oregano, and

bay leaves.

Side Dish #1
Pasteles
The best way to describe the magic of Pasteles: simply delicious. You start with a plantain-based masa
and fill it with all the good things – cubes of meat (mainly pork), chickpeas, and large green olives with
a cherry tomato piece in the center. Although a delight to eat, they are time-consuming to make, taking
hours to mash up the masa, mix in the fixings, and wrap them up in banana leaves. Pasteles are
typically made in large quantities and frozen for consumption for up to several months, making them
easy to get from family or close friends when you are too tired to make them yourself.

Side Dish #2
Morcilla
In between bites of your Arroz con Gandules, Pernil, and Pasteles, fill your fork with some wellseasoned Morcilla. This blood sausage can also be eaten on its own as an appetizer, and despite its
name, it is well-cooked and consists mostly of rice, onions, and seasoning mashed together. The f irst
bite is a mix of firm crunchiness from the outside casing and warm, fragrant softness from the rice and
spices, with a little spicy kick at the end.

Drink
Coquito
At some point, you will need to wash down all the deliciousness described above. The go-to Boricua
drink is Coquito, a coconut eggnog rum that will keep you smacking your lips long after the first sip.
Coquito is celebrated in Puerto Rican culture for its toasty, sweet taste and creamy consistency that will
make you reach for seconds in no time. Along with coconut milk and rum, the drink is made with
condensed milk, vanilla extract, and cinnamon sticks – a recipe for extra holiday cheer. Just make sure
you drink it on a full stomach!

Desserts
Arroz con Dulce / Turron
And last but certainly not least is dessert, a quintessential classic – Arroz con dulce. But this dish is
more than just sweetened rice with cinnamon sprinkled on top – it’s the island itself embedded in each
grain of rice soaked in coconut milk and vanilla extract. While you can definitely warm it up, the dessert
is typically eaten cold, just like rice pudding.
If Arroz con Dulce is just too rich and creamy to pair with the Coquito, there is always Turron, another
traditional Christmas dessert that gives peanut brittle a run for its money. Turron is a firm, toasted
almond nougat candy made from egg yolk, sugar, and honey that will keep you crunching up a storm all
the way to the New Year.

Lunar Notes: December 2022
Aries: Jupiter moves into Aries just in time for Christmas. He’s the fairy godfather granting holiday
wishes. In Aries until May 2023, Jupiter puts you in the right place at the right time. Don’t be
overconfident, it will come back to bite you. Keep to the defense until your ruler, Mars, goes direct in
mid-January.
Taurus: You spend a lot of time and energy working to resolve budget and other financial issues.
Security is important to you and you are also reevaluating the people and things that are truly near and
dear to your heart. You’re looking at the big picture, planning ahead, and making changes as needed.
Gemini: Mars retro in your sign until Mid-January reminds you to stick to your defenses. You might
want to go full speed ahead but initiating anything at this time is not advisable. Hold off and keep
planning and revising your goals. Tweak it all until you are sure where you’re heading. Inaction is tough
for you but sometimes necessary.
Cancer: After tidying up your surroundings you run into some issues revolving around those near and
dear to you. You’ve been tolerant so far but now you find there are some things you simply cannot allow
to go on. It could be someone controlling or limiting you in some way. Whatever it is, it’s time to have a
much-needed conversation.
Leo: As the month begins you find yourself doing all the things you love. Life is lively and gay. As midmonth approaches, you settle down and begin taking care of business and doing some year-end cleanup.
You make some moves that surprise those close to you. They’re shocked, you’re not.
Virgo: While you are clear and precise, those around you emit mixed signals. It’s like they are
surrounded by fog and you are having trouble discerning who they really are and what they are really
saying. Things brighten around the holiday and you are set to enjoy yourself. You do the things you
really love to do. Happy! Happy!
Libra: You vacillate between hanging at home and traveling afar, although afar may simply be outside
your neighborhood. Conversations with someone delve into deep philosophical discussions. Things get
heavy, no light-hearted laughter here. You handle it all well, weighing it all in the balance. Your
optimism rules the day.
Scorpio: You throw the budget out the window during this holiday season. Not to worry, you don’t go
off the deep end too far. As the month unfolds you get really busy managing to juggle multiple tasks and
engagements. Despite a lot of ups and downs, you have everything well in hand. You remain grounded.
Sagittarius: The month begins in a social whirl. You’re alright with that as you get right into the
holiday spirit. The New Moon on the 23rd has a sobering effect on you. You still enjoy but refrain from
throwing caution to the winds. Some serious conversations ensue as you deal with some uncooperative
folks.
Capricorn: As the holiday approaches you clear out some old garbage that has been hanging around.

Much of this is mental garbage. The New Moon in your sign on the 23rd signals a time of new
beginnings. You attract people and all that is pleasant to you now. Despite all the fun, games, and
frivolity you maintain the practical foundation that serves you well. Someone new and exciting enters
the scene.
Aquarius: Friends reach out to you and you respond with just the right amount of concern without
smothering them. They brighten your day as you do theirs. This prompts some introspection as the year
winds down. You work on getting rid of the cobwebs, literally and figuratively. You combine fun and
taking care of business.
Pisces: During this period you really engage with friends and like-minded individuals. Folks who share
your ideals and goals. This camaraderie goes a long way in making your holiday a happy one. You still
have to deal with upsets in your schedule and snafus on the highway but you roll with the punches and
keep moving on.

5 Movies From 2022 That Remind Us of RI
This year was packed with tons of highly anticipated movie releases. I was fortunate (or sometimes
unfortunate) enough to see these movies for myself, and sometimes I was reminded of our good ol’
Rhody in these viewings. Here are 5 movies that I watched this year that reminded me of RI in some
way, shape, or form.

Prey for the Devil
Directed by Daniel Stamm, Prey for the Devil follows the story of Sister Ann [Jacqueline Byers], a nun
with a plagued past who tries to tame her demons at an exorcism school in Boston (yes, pun intended).
Any time I watch a horror movie, I compare it to famous predecessors, most notably The Conjuring,
which was based on events that happened in RI. This movie makes me think of RI in that all the horror
buffs who flock here to visit the Conjuring house quite literally make themselves prey for the Devil.
Have fun being haunted! Plus Boston’s not all that fah, and the accents there are haunting.

The Menu
Mark Mylod’s The Menu offers a charming, witty commentary on modern ‘foodie’ culture. 12 guests
journey through Hawthorne, an exclusive restaurant that has a meticulously planned menu specifically
for their visit, with a heightened focus on a woman named Margot [Anya Taylor-Joy from “The Queen’s
Gambit”]. From its elusive, multi-course meals to microscopically arranged dishes, this movie joyfully
reminded me of the quirky, niche restaurants that RI has begun to sprout. Though we all enjoy these
restaurants, The Menu gives us a refreshing way to play around with them a bit.

Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness
Sam Raimi returned to the Marvel scene this year with Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness,

which I would argue is a triumphant return to his superhero films. Doctor Strange [Benedict
Cumberbatch] works with teen America Chavez [Xochitl Gomez] to save the lives of innocent people
across the multiverse by eliminating threats, outrunning the Scarlet Witch [Elizabeth Olsen], and
bumping into some fun cameos along the way. One of the biggest draws of this movie was the concept
of multiversal versions of popular characters: Captain Carter, Captain Marvel, and Reed Richards, for
example. This film in all of its campiness reminded me of RIComicCon, in that you get to see so many
unique interpretations of the same character, whether they have their own spin or a gender-bent
quality. Sure, this is true for any large Comic Con, but there’s always such a Rhody charm to RICC.

Terrifier 2
Damien Leone left viewers fainting with his highly anticipated sequel film, Terrifier 2. Leone’s film
documents the return of Art the Clown [David Howard Thornton], a horrifying (shall I say, terrifying?)
clown who stalks locations like Miles County. In this sequel, Art specifically targets teen girl Sienna
[Lauren LaVera] and her younger brother Jonathan [Elliott Fullam]. This movie is definitely unique in
comparison to other horror movies of its day: it’s unapologetically gory, campy, but genuinely
frightening at the same time. Like most tales of clown murderers, I’m often reminded of 2016 when
killer clowns were all the rage after there were rumored to be murderous clowns wandering around RI.
I remember being in high school at the time, and all of my classmates and I would be freaked out about
possibly bumping into a clown on our way home from school. [ed. note – now Maddie works with
clowns, and doesn’t seem to mind]

Smile
This delightfully frightening film centers around Dr. Rose Cotter [Sosie Bacon], a psychiatrist who
becomes traumatized and consumed by a horrific experience with one of her patients. However, it turns
out that she is not simply consumed by her trauma – she’s consumed by an evil force that’s been at
work long before she came along. I couldn’t help but think of New Englanders when watching this
movie – who else would be seriously unnerved by the sight of so many people smiling around them on
the streets?

Just Like Nana’s: The best authentic rugelach
in Rhode Island
In the world that Karen Griffin grew up in, there weren’t many exciting job opportunities for women.
Instead of pursuing baking, she decided on the “realistic” goal of becoming a teacher. After retiring and
working with a few other businesses, she knew this was something she wanted to continue, “I started
taking workshops at Hope & Main, not just for the baking side but because of the business side to help
me figure out how I was going to start my own business.” Griffin decided to gift Rhode Island with her
Jewish culture and make the delicious rugelach from her childhood.
Griffin started pursuing her goals after years of keeping them on hold. “I didn’t want to make another

muffin, another cookie, because I knew I couldn’t do it better than anybody else. When I was looking for
a challenge and something to do, I wanted to create a unique product that other people weren’t doing.”
That’s where her rugelach came in: a sweet pastry, typically rolled and filled with a fruit or chocolate
filling, originating from Jewish communities in Poland.
Griffin started her bakery in 2015 but her love for baking goes back to her teenage years. Due to
Griffin’s mother being busy running her own business, Griffin and her grandmother worked together
and cooked for the family. When Griffin’s grandmother passed away, she carried her memory with her,
creating the name Just Like Nana’s.
Now in her 70s, she still loves her job as a baker and continues to work hard. “My children are worried I
work too much.” Griffin mentioned. “Do you think you work too much?” It took her a moment to respond
but she ultimately agreed with her children: “Sometimes, but I enjoy it.” Griffin heads to the bakery
everyday to mix, bake, package, and deliver her pastries all over Rhode Island.
When Griffin was asked about people in her life that motivated her, she talked about how she didn’t
have anyone in her corner. When asked the opposite, was there anyone that discouraged her, she
laughed and shook her head. “I wouldn’t say anyone discouraged me, but my friends think I’m crazy.”
She said that didn’t matter to her, she was just happy to do what she was doing, although there was one
thing that did upset her: “I hate when people say it’s a hobby, because it isn’t a hobby. I put too much
work into my business for it to be a hobby.”
Griffin explained that her hard work is crucial to her business, every time she finds a new place that
sells rugelach she tries it and she knows when it’s authentic or not. Griffin knows rugelach can be labor
intensive but also knows that it’s worth the effort.
Griffin isn’t in a rush to expand her business due to her “age” (she added air quotes as she said it), but
she does have dreams of opening up a store-front bakery: one where a family could come in, have a
piece of rugelach, a cup of coffee, and spend time with their children. For now, she’s happy and proud
of how far she’s come and hopes to continue selling her authentic, artisanal rugelach. You can visit
Karen Griffin (Just Like Nana’s) at 540 Mineral Spring Ave in Pawtucket at Lorraine Mills or if you are
looking for bigger batches for celebrations, email karen@justlikenanas.com or call at (859) 333 – 9096.
To see more of the pastries offered, go to www.justlikenanas.com. You can also find her products in
stores (see website for details).

Tender Cargo: How can garments speak a
person’s pain?
“What does it mean to wear one’s pain?” asks a new exhibit by textile artist Taleen Batalian at the
WaterFire Arts Center though November 20. Inspired by her parent’s memories of the Armenian
genocide that claimed her grandparents, Batalian developed a set of prints on fabric and some fabric
designs that read almost like statues which try to embody the experiences related by her ancestors. To

accompany this exhibit, she developed a runway show from some parallel universe, in which dim
lighting and quadrophonic soundscapes support the slow, agonizing progress of three models in
Batalian’s garb, as they traversed the length of the Waterfire Arts Center. The audience was set up on
either side, much like a fashion show, but single file, facing the minimalist runway designed by Keri
King. The music was developed from manipulations of Batalian’s Grandfather’s recorded musings, by
audio engineer Antonio Forte.
“I thought of the movement as postures of grief. The choreography was really, ‘Go slow and sink
sometimes.’ But keep moving, because to me that meant there was some hope as well. Otherwise, we
would just end up on the floor the whole time,” said choreographer Heidi Henderson.
Batalian added, “It’s about shape. Shape and texture. The garments were refined based on what I saw
as the dancers were wearing, but I really thought of them as garments I get to inhabit, as opposed to
traditional costuming that’s meant to add to a dancer’s character.” The designs themselves came to
form with “not intention, just trust.”

Waterfire Arts Center, 475 Valley St, PVD. waterfire.org through Nov 20.

Go Truck Yourself: Winter is coming!
Done, done and done… yup, my season is over. I’ve been around long enough to know rolling ice-cream
in the snow just doesn’t work. I gotta tell ya though, there are a number of trucks out there despite the
weather, fearlessly facing the woes of the winter season. You can bet that if they’re not serving crispy
fried fingers and grilled people feet these winter warriors are freezing their nuts off.
My friends at The Hot Potato and Farm to Sandwich tell me they survive doing mostly catering, popups, breweries, and scheduled events when summer fades and turns into the cold, icy friend of Jack
Frost. Die-hards like Rocket, Nanu, Incred-A-Bowl, Saugys and Reds man a small brigade of trucks
who brave the snow and ice at events like The Providence Flea on Sims Ave every Sunday but I’ve done
that a few times myself and can say from experience: Nope, nope, nope. If you happen to see them
along with any other truck that might be out there please stop and support!
Cause you can trust and believe these people are more than “colder than a well digger’s ass,” more
than a tid bit nipply, hell they are down right brass monkey baltic in there! Even with a heater, a hot
grill, a highly volatile fryolator, and an Alaskan parka, the window is still open and the icy spindles of
winter find their way through the floor, over the counter tops and into their bones… A day on a food
truck in winter is like a day with the Snow Miser bringing on the freeze of the century and singing over
the river and through the woods to the land of frostbite.
You can find lovable Eddy from Modesto out when the temperatures run around 40 degrees but you’ll
be hard pressed to find a 40-degree day in Jan and Feb. I gotta give them props, these people live for
this stuff. They make their living serving good food and drinks day after day, season after season hoping
you’ll frequent their rolling restaurant of yumm and enjoy their delicious edible wares….
Sometimes, working outside is great, but sometimes, it really sucks… Hell, don’t take my word for it,
get out there people! Support!
And check out my blog at atomicblondeblog.com to find out more about “The Winter Trucks.” Or don’t,
tell you what, how about you just “Go Truck Yourself!”

Lunar Notes: November 2022
Aries: Deep thinking and inner probing, not your usual modus operandi, keeps you subdued as you
quietly mull things over. Things lighten up mid-month and your back to your usual enthusiasm. Expect
delays in your commute and some onerous conversations. A sudden financial issue throws a monkey
wrench in your plans. An old friend comes through for you.

Taurus: Relationships, who with and how you relate tops the agenda this month. Things you tolerated
are no longer tolerable. The month begins with conversations and confrontations that can be quite
intense. Folks get more rational as the energy shifts mid-month. That’s fortunate as money and shared
resources enter the picture. Remain practical and cool.
Gemini: Mars retrograde in Gemini impacts your life and actions. Some things may be put on hold until
January when Mars goes direct. You decide whether or not to take a particular action or to hold off until
you get a better feel for things. During this period it is better to be the defender rather than the
aggressor. Your thinking undergoes realignment now.
Cancer: The month begins with light-heartedness as you partake in all those activities that you so
enjoy. Gradually you transition into taking care of business on a daily basis, whatever has been
neglected get’s taken care of as you clear the decks. Some hidden action on your part may have a
bigger impact than you anticipated.
Leo: The people in your life continue to challenge you and your perceptions of them. Some folks want to
restrict you while others are not as stable and reliable as you had thought. A review of friendships and
associations before you make changes is called for. Don’t be too hasty. The lively and interesting people
have always been your preference.
Virgo: Like a circus juggler, you’ve got your hands full and can’t take your eye off the ball. Disparate
energies come at you from all directions. Your innate talents rise to the occasion as you sort through
what people are saying, what they mean and what’s it all about. Some folks are quite helpful while other
are impossible to figure out.
Libra: You can’t avoid the topic of money, what is owed by you and to you. Something unexpected
involving finance comes along, could be income, could be outflow. Whatever, it is a bit of a shock! The
energy shifts and you find yourself so busy that you don’t have time to stew about finances. Practice
practicality, deal with what you can control.
Scorpio: You’re in for an interesting ride as the Lunar Eclipse falls across the Scorpio/Taurus axis. With
Venus and Mercury riding with the Sun in Scorpio, you are able to speak your truth concisely. Expect
some surprises from the folks in your life. You can’t figure out where they are coming from. They
probably don’t know either. Roll with it as best you can.
Sagittarius: The contentious and cantankerous continue to plague you. It may be time to review your
current relationships. The neighbors might be giving you some grief these days as well. Try not to stress
as it is their “stuff” not yours. At the New Moon on Nov 23 it is time for a fresh start especially so for
you since it is in your sign. Yahoo!
Capricorn: As you review and revise your daily routine you are thinking about heading in a different
direction. You also thinking about diet and exercise and how you can live a healthier life. This includes
the physical as well as the intellectual and spiritual aspects of your being. Ever practical you’re opening
up to a wider universe.
Aquarius: Saturn in your sign reminds you of what is important and what needs to be taken care of. If
you attend to what needs to be done, all well and good. If you don’t, Saturn will bite you, if he hasn’t
bitten you already. With Saturn around, you have to be the adult in the room. Romance and all other fun
things are under review now as you re-adjust.

Pisces: You bounce from the magical and mystical to the practical matters of life. Along the way you
are having flashes of insight and light bulb moments. A good idea is to write these flashes of insight
down before you forget them. Look at them in a couple of months and they may surprise you. There are
some genius ideas floating around.

George Marshall, Founder of Flickers and RI
International Film Festival, passes: George
conveyed his love of cinema to generations of
viewers and makers

The spectacle of the big screen, the joy of a story well told and heartstrings left barely intact: George
Marshall loved all these things, and that was reflected throughout his life’s prominent work. Marshall
was the founder and, for 40 years, the director of the Rhode Island International Film Festival. He
taught film – be it to teens through KidsEye programs, or to college students at Roger Williams
University and URI – for nearly as long.

Marshall passed away on November 1 at Rhode Island Hospital at the age of 68. He is survived by his
husband, Larry Andrade, and by an extended family of filmmakers, students, viewers of his “Double
Feature” podcast, and fans that reach around the globe.
RIIFF was truly an international event, and Marshall directly or indirectly introduced people from
around the world to scrappy little Rhode Island. The festival is one of the few to nominate films for
Oscar contention, a fact that routinely raises eyebrows unless you’ve been to the festival and seen the
scale and intensity of the programming. It’s one of the events that lends credence to PVD’s mantle as
the Creative Capital.
“RIIFF is George’s legacy,” said Shawn Quirk, long-time creative director at RIIFF. “We will honor him
through it, and it will continue for many years to come.”
George left his mark on many aspiring filmmakers who went on to create cinematic greatness, hosting
Oscar parties and creating interactive opportunities at festivals that spoke to smaller niches. He loved
an opportunity to call attention to a less obvious or harder-to-find piece of art – to any great cinema that
was at risk of being lost outside the limelight.
“George was a kind, gentle man who loved the arts, his family and friends. I consider him a brother,”
said Steven Feinberg, executive director of the RI Film & Television Office. “We will miss him.”

