Out this September: Looking for some new
entertainment? Look no further!

Motif contributor Katarina Dulude rounded up her top picks for entertainment this September,
including a few local selections.
September 2: If spooky season can’t come soon enough for you, check out What We Do in the
Shadows, which will be returning for its third season on September 2. This horror comedy
mockumentary was created by Jemaine Clement and produced by Taika Waititi, who is perhaps best
known for directing Thor: Ragnarok and the upcoming Thor: Love and Thunder. The show is based on
the creators’ earlier film of the same name and tells the story of four vampire roommates and their
familiar living in modern times in Staten Island. Its third season will be available on September 2 on FX
and Hulu. It’s worth taking a bite out of this incredibly hilarious and absurdly fun show.
September 3: The latest installment in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, Shang-Chi and the Legend of
Ten Rings takes place after the events of Avengers: Endgame and Loki and follows Shang-Chi, a skilled
martial artist, who is drawn back into The Ten Rings, a shady organization, to confront the past he left
behind. Director Daniel Cretton described the film as both funny and “a cross between a classic kung fu
film and a family drama.” The film will receive a 45-day theatrical release.

September 9-17: Looking for a live performance? The Historical Fantasy of Esek Hopkins by Haus of
Glitter will be presented outdoors through the Wilbury Theatre Group at the former home of Esek
Hopkins. The activist dance opera is described by co-directors Anthony Andrade, Assitan Coulibaly,
Steven Choummalaithong, Matt Garza and Trent Lee as “a story of mermaids, revolution and resilience
[that] exposes how our BIPOC lineages intersect with Hopkins’ legacy of white supremacy.” Tickets are
available here.
September 14: For those who enjoy a good romance, Farah Naz Rishi’s It All Comes Back to You will
be released midway through September. The contemporary romance book centers around teens Kiran
and Deen. Kiran doesn’t know what to make of her sister’s new quickly moving relationship. Deen is
thrilled his brother has found a girlfriend so that the attention can shift off of him for a while. However,
when Deen and Kiran come face to face, they agree to keep their past a secret. Four years prior they
dated until Deen ghosted Kiran without an explanation. Now, Kiran is determined to find out why and
Deen is equally determined to make sure she never finds out.
September 17: Netflix’s hit British dramedy series Sex Education makes its return this September. For
those who haven’t seen the series, it begins with Otis, the teenage son of a sex therapist, who discovers
that despite his own inexperience, he is adept at giving sex advice to others. With his best friend and
crush, he turns this into a business. The series explores the emotional (and sexual) likes of teens in a
way that is funny, awkward and incredibly heartfelt. Much of the third series has been kept under
wraps, but it’s clear that a new headmistress will be changing things up at the teens’ school, for better
or worse.
September 21: Inspired by the story of Wu Zetian, the only female emperor in Chinese history, the
book Iron Widow by Xiran Jay Zhao will be released this month. Described as Pacific Rim meets The
Handmaid’s Tale, the sci-fi reimaging follows Wu Zetian, who seeks vengeance for her sister’s death at
the hands of an intensely patriarchal military system that pairs boys and girls to pilot Chrysalises, giant
transforming robots used to battle mecha aliens. While boys are revered, girls must serve as their
concubines and often die from the mental strain. When Zetian gets her vengeance on the boy
responsible for her sister’s death and emerges unscathed, it is discovered that she is an Iron Widow, a
special type of female pilot, much-feared and much-silenced. She is paired with the strongest and most
controversial male pilot in an attempt to tame her, but after getting a taste for power, Zetian will not
give it up.
September 30-October 24: Opening their 37th season, A Lie Agreed Upon will be premiering at The
Gamm Theatre on the last day of September. This play, written and directed by Tony Estrella,
modernizes Henrik Ibsen’s An Enemy of the People. “Inconvenient truths fight alternative facts,
minority rights battle majority rule, and individual conscience clashes with economic interest in this
powerful reinvention of Ibsen’s masterpiece.” More information is available here.

