Tens of Leaves Down: Henri aftermath report
As New England counts the cost of Tropical Storm Henri, Governor Dan McKee, took to the podium to
deliver the verdict from the Hill:
“Tropical Storm Henri was an unprecedented meteorological phenomenon, even by New England
standards. We are used to having overhyped weather, only for it to have less oomph than a paper
handkerchief, but Henri might have been the most overinflated of them all. And for that, I am proud.
This keeps up a fine tradition of scaring the shit out of our residents, only for the sun to shine on the
day of terror.
“But at the same time, I must not be flippant. Henri caused much-told damage across Rhode Island,
including a delayed shipment of ‘Gansett to the outer reaches of the state, a tragedy for so many. At this
moment I am also saddened to confirm a loss of more than 13 leaves from the deciduous trees that the
state depends upon for looking all fall-like in time for Pumpkin Spice Latte Season. Reports have also
come my way of lawn furniture being knocked over, dogs not wanting to go outside for their evening
shits and swimming pools sloshing water over the edge. The fact that the people of Rhode Island were
able to withstand such testing forces is a testament to our strength as a community.
“At this point, my team and I must retire and prepare statements for all the blizzards expected between
October and next April. Stay safe, Rhode Island, and always carry an umbrella.”
Billboards: Cancelled
Governor McKee announced Thursday that all billboard advertising will become illegal at midnight on
January 1 2022, and that attorneys will have to find a different way to drive you nuts on a daily
basis. But the move has been met with widespread outcry from legal circles. Dick, Dicks and Dïx of
Cumberland threatened a “hard retaliation” if their “erections all over I95 aren’t kept up high where
they belong,” while Cheep, Slíz and Crook fear a dramatic loss in earnings from the road accidents they
depend on happening as vehicles try to read their appallingly designed advertising distractions.
King, Muscles and Swords, made famous by their appearance during the Superb Owl commercials, have
taken the dramatic step of threatening to cancel their combined gym memberships. “What’s the point of
being in shape if the people of Rhode Island can’t admire our sex guns on big roadside posters?”
commented Mr. Muscles.
Portuguese Man o’ War — A Warning
Beachgoers at East Matunuck scattered like bowling pins this week after being warned of jellyfish in
the water. While the official line is the creatures came up on the Gulf Stream, the inside story has it that
the herds of vacation-going Portuguese man o’ war had swarmed up from the Mid-Atlantic in search of
lobster rolls and views from the Newport Bridge.

The Fourth Arena: Carry-on cartography
Things are changing in Kent County as West Warwick demands nominative equity from its larger
neighbor to the east. “Why should we be the diminutive, the one separate?” asked Ivan Clotheshanger,
president of the West Warwick Foundation (WWF). “Warwick should drop the pretension and become
East Warwick. It only makes sense.”
However, the Citizens of Warwick Syndicate (COWS) disagree. “West Warwick separated from Warwick
during the Farmer Rebellion in 1913 – it was they who decided to forsake connections to the likes of
Iggy’s and the mighty TF Green. This move is galling and preposterous.”
In a bid to mitigate the row, everyone’s buddy and poodle-haired Governor, Dan “The Dude” McKee,
stepped in with his solution to the crisis.
“Warwick will henceforth be known as South Cranston. Cranston will be divided into North Cranston
and East Cranston, with the western portion of the city consumed by Crompton, which will be extended
by several miles. West Warwick will also cease to exist, being renamed Skeevyton in recognition of its
services to the social welfare of the state. Bald Hill will also become an incorporated city in its own
right.”
Cartographers are scrambling to update maps and distribute them among the wild people in the far
west of Kent County, but fear the population’s summer migrations to seasonal campsites might mean
that the news will remain unknown in that part of the state until early fall.

D-Rat!
A Cranston woman has been charged with violating a city ordinance against feeding rats. It is not
known how her connection with the Republican party began, but neighbors began to complain after
observing Chris Christy getting stuck in dumpsters while diving for scraps. According to witnesses, it
took several hours for local police officers to shift the former governor of New Jersey, who eventually
scuttled off and took shelter beneath a moldy tarp.
Animal control reports that they have the situation somewhat managed in the state’s second largest
city, but are still unable to control the spread of rats to Capitol Hill.

The Fourth Arena: Longer Flights of Fancy
We’re Transatlantic, Kehd
TF Green airport is set to change its name. While over 15 Rhode Islanders can tell you who Green was,
and a further six can tell you what the initials stand for, an independent body still found that Rhody’s
fastest exit needed a more internationally conscious moniker.

“Transatlantic travel cannot reopen until European travelers know where Rhode Island actually is,”
comments Kerr O’Seen, spokesperson for RIPTA’s airports division. “Sending flights to Boston/PVD is
no longer acceptable — some backwoodsers in Johnston were beginning to think they were part of
Massachusetts. And nobody wants that.”
The sentiment is echoed over the ocean. “Rhode Island is adored by European travelers,” reveals a
source at the International Hoteliers of Providence (IHOP). “The state recently swept beach holidays in
the Caribbean into second, and we expect that shift to remain.”
If only tourists could find us. Future travelers arriving in the renamed TF Green will still have to
contend with the fact they’ve landed in Warwick. But given the threats that Warwick is planning to
secede from the state and become its own independent sovereign nation, visitors might have to content
themselves with a visit to Rocky Point and Iggy’s as the highlight of their vacation.
You could do worse if you ask me. At least the airport isn’t in Woonsocket.

Old Presidents’ Club
Followers of former Commanders-in-Chief were delivered some encouraging news today when it was
revealed that each of the 45 previous officer holders would be endowed with their own stores. In Rhode
Island, fans of James Garfield are particularly excited, seeing as their man only served six months
before being assassinated in September 1881, and see these stores as their chance to even the score of
history.
“ Jimmy G. ‘82 flags have already sold out,” comments Waggish Rogue, owner of three stores in
downtown Burriville, “and MAGA (Make America Garfield Again) hats are on back order as far as
October.”
“We have an opportunity to correct the wrongs of the past,” comments Ivan “Andrew Jackkkson” White
of Exeter. “Nobody knows that President Jackson, blessed be his name, was denied a third term by
radicals bent on tarnishing his record as the first American to go to the Moon. Facts.”
Whether the much-anticipated Gina Raimondo cult store will become a reality is still up for question at
time of print.

Current Presidents’ Club
Bringing things back to the present, the summer began with visits from both President Biden and Vice
President Harris. While Uncle Joe has visited many times before, his first visit being during the laying of
the foundations of Governor Stephen Hopkins House in 1707, rumor has it that this was the first time
on Rhody soil for everyone’s favorite Pence-punching VP. When asked what she made of her visit, the
vice-president exclaimed, “Well, it was revelatory! I didn’t know that the Lamborghini was invented by a
mechanic from Pawtucket, and who would have thought that the Fountain of Youth is actually a
stagnant pond in Lincoln Woods.” Biden and Harris also made a quick visit to the Motif offices, but
nobody was home. “It’s a shame we did not manage a visit to Floatleaf Magazine,” commented Mr.
Biden. “I’ve always wanted to be a subject of Phillipe and Jorge’s Awesome Wonderful Planet – I’ll just
have to be satisfied with the vastly inferior Fourth Arena.” Wise words, man, wise words.

A Life Back Home: Local veteran helps ease
the transition for fellow military members

James Duffer
The veteran population of Rhode Island is just over 70,000, a sizeable community for a state with just
over 1 million residents. But according to the Housing Assistance Council, approximately 13,000 of
those veterans live in what the council describes as, “homes with one or more major problems of
quality, crowding or cost.” And that is not the only problem with veteran residences. Thirty-one percent
of the state’s veterans pay over market value for their housing, and of the total number of veteran
homeowners, a mere 5.4% of them are beneficiaries of a VA loan. Groups such as Organization
Standdown and the Office of Veterans Service provide admirable support, but they cannot do it all
alone, particularly with specialist matters such as housing.
Warwick resident and Purple Heart recipient James Duffer is a veteran of the recent Iraq and
Afghanistan conflicts. As the managing partner at RISE Real Estate Consultants, Duffer has dedicated

part of the business to helping his fellow veterans find housing and, in the process, ease them through
the experience of becoming reintegrated into life outside the military.
“Surprisingly, low numbers of veterans know these loans exist,” explains Duffer. “The military does not
outline such opportunities – their job is the mission, and veteran concerns fall to the Department of
Veteran Affairs. But at that point, communication and understanding has already broken down and
many service members are discharged without really understanding what benefits and programs they
are able to access.”
Duffer and RISE are not only focused on getting veterans into houses they can call home, but also to
provide understanding behind VA loans. “We want to educate the veteran population, so they know that
they do not have to put large amounts of money into a down payment, or feel they won’t even qualify for
or be able to begin the process.
“Being a veteran, having gone through many of the same experiences as these people, and also having
utilized a VA loan myself, I want the veteran community to know I understand where they are coming
from and that we have their backs.”
Kyle Graves, like Duffer, is another combat veteran from the recent conflicts in the Middle East. On
returning home, Graves did not understand the details behind a VA loan, and so felt that
homeownership was beyond him.
“Many veterans don’t get educated about programs and support back home,” explains Graves, who,
with Duffer’s help, now owns a colonial in Cranston. “I came back not believing I would ever be eligible
for a mortgage. My wife and I had just had a baby, and I was worried it was a dream that might not
have come true.”
Service people are discharged, which is an uncomfortable analogy when you consider it a term also
used for a spent bullet. This sense of passing responsibility on the behalf of the military toward its
veteran population is not down to malice – as Duffer points out, the job of the military is to execute
missions. But that does not mean that Rhode Island’s veterans should come home unversed in programs
that will help them to reestablish non-military life. Support is needed, and it is through the actions of
community leaders such as Duffer, that real change will be seen.

The Indian Wars: America’s longest war

When Joe Biden announced his intention to remove all troops from Afghanistan by September 11, he
made one critical error in what should have been a universal moment of relief. In describing the 20-year
conflict in the Middle East as the longest in American history, the president swept under the rug
centuries of ongoing and incessant wars against the nation’s Indigenous peoples. Whether by intent or,
more likely, sheer unthinking accident, Biden’s comment serves to once more silence a critical
narrative. As John Martin of the Oglala Lakota (South Dakota) bluntly put it: “Forgetting us is normal —
it’s what settlers do.”
Since 1776, there has not been a single year in the history of the United States when the original
inhabitants were not pulled, pushed and injured as collateral damage in the country’s turbulent and
aggressive growth to nationhood. The Beaver Wars, the Plain Indian Wars, the Apache Wars, King
Philip’s War, the Sixty Years’ War and so many more all directly involved, sucked-in and spat out
Indigenous cultures from New York to New Mexico. This is not to list damages and abuses, but to
construct a platform to articulate, yet again, the tendency for even the most well-intentioned American
to forget the Indian Wars, or to set them aside as an unfortunate part of the greater good.
Avery Red Cloud from Pine Ridge, South Dakota, is an Oglala Lakota artist and historian. A direct
descendant of Maȟpíya Lúta, the Red Cloud war leader of 19th century fame, Avery is well positioned to
understand the impact of the Indian Wars on Indigenous peoples, and the continuing legacy it brings.
“Maybe Biden doesn’t know…” he muses, “or maybe he doesn’t even think it was a war. Rather, [those
in power] sweep across and cancel cultures without trying to even understand.
“But this, what has happened to us, wasn’t even a war — they tactically took our tribes out down the
line. Not one single tribe would have done these horrific acts to their neighbors. Us Lakota put up a
fight. That’s why they really hate us and have been pushing down harder on us all these years.”

Avery’s feelings on anti-Lakota prejudice certainly ring true. Pine Ridge, an almost exclusively Lakota
reservation, remains the poorest corner of the nation. It has been subject to uranium poisoning in the
water, municipal support from the state is essentially non-existent, alcoholism and drug abuse are at
critical levels, unemployment is staggering, and self-harm so prevalent that a former Oglala Sioux Tribe
President, Theresa Two Bulls, described the reservation as being gripped by a “suicide state of
emergency.”
“It’s time those in Washington start to honor our culture and learn and teach about us natives in a right
manner. Help build our people back up. We are humble and are not trying to be rich and rule the world.
We just know that everyone is equal.”
But equality is a dream long held and never realized by those striking the balance between Indian
Country and colonial America. Xochitl Laur is a Providence-based, Arizona-born member of the Diné
nation, and the tiredness in her response is evident.
“It’s not surprising,” comments Laur, taking time out of her birthday celebrations to address another
mistake at the top. “Their war against Indigenous people has been a secret one, they never have and
never will admit that the US has spent centuries trying to eradicate Indigenous people for their land,
resources and knowledge. Why would we ever expect this administration to be different, because he has
Indigenous cabinet members [Deb Haaland]? That’s a small olive branch; though a great step for us, our
voices are still being dampened.”
Michele Bruyere, Cree, is a traditional drummer, singer, storyteller and educator. He is also a rockstar
(although you’d never know it from his humble demeanor), playing the kit for one of Indian Country’s
biggest and longest standing stars, Buffy Sainte-Marie. Bruyere also has a skeptical eye on the Biden
administration and the inclusion of Haaland.
“Halaand speaks about government ‘units’ to deal with issues in Indian Country. ‘Unit,’”… Bruyere
screws up his face, “why not fix [government established] band councils? Tribal councils are not good
for Indigenous peoples, a different kind of greed brews. Control our matters properly and in the
traditional way, that’s what we need.”
I ask Bruyere whether this secret, ongoing war against Indigenous people will ever change, and what
the goal is in Indian Country to make it happen.
“Great question. I asked the same to all my elders and they tell me, ‘Live and navigate your way well in
this world.’”
Laur seems to share his pessimism. She said, “[Government] can’t be honest because it would
completely change history. It would cause a lot of turmoil and upheaval if they admitted that their end
game was and is to eradicate the Indigenous people for gain.”
Maybe Biden was trapped by the constructs of what brought him to power in the first place. To
acknowledge the Indian Wars is to acknowledge a greater tragedy, and that would require a lot of
complex conversation that few in power seem ready to have.

Equity, Social Justice, and Weed: Introducing
Yes We Cannabis
Humanity has a peerless ability to make a mess of even the most beautiful of things, and for quite some
time, cannabis has been right there at the top of the heap, entangled with racist and anti-immigrant
motivations ever since Federal prohibition reared its ugly head in 1937.
In Rhode Island, the situation is dire. In April 2020, the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) reported
that people of color are almost 3 and a half times more likely to be arrested for cannabis possession in
the state than white people, despite comparable usage rates. The report further revealed that racially
motivated trends have been getting worse, not better, over the past 10 years. Cannabis prohibition and
discriminatory immigration practices have also found themselves entwined in Rhode Island, with an
individual deported as recently as early March under the auspices of a cannabis-related crime. And with
a quickly devised adult-use bill from the new McKee State House expected to get over the line sometime
this summer, unaddressed community disparities will likely continue to fester unresolved.
That is why a group of cannabis equity advocates and non-profit organizations from across the state
united to form Yes We Cannabis, a community-focused collation that fights for cannabis legalization that
“prioritizes social justice and equity.” In the words of group spokesperson Emily Cotter, “Yes We
Cannabis elevates the voices of those who normally don’t get an opportunity to have a seat at the
table.”
“Many states have failed in social equity,” continues Cotter during a lengthy phone call on drizzly
afternoon, “but if we move forward without addressing the harms of cannabis legalization, we will fail to
construct a framework than ensures equity into the future. What Yes We Cannabis strives to achieve is
to put these pieces into place before laws pass.”
Emailing a single, comprehensive document, Cotter reveals how Yes We Cannabis is structured around
five key points that outline “what a just and equitable model of cannabis legalization” would look like in
Rhode Island (edited):
1. Automatic expungement for prior cannabis offenses.
2. An equitable, fair and inclusive cannabis industry, including cannabis business licenses not exceeding
$500 and tax breaks for businesses with workforces that include a significant percentage of people who
were formerly incarcerated and/or who live in a disproportionately impacted area.
3. Reinvest cannabis revenue in communities hardest hit by the war on drugs, including affordable
housing, community schools, expanded Head Start and scholarship assistance.
4. Establish civil protections and prohibit discrimination, including ending state and local agencies
taking actions against an employee for using cannabis outside of work, as well as protections for
undocumented people and immigrants.
5. Strengthen the medical cannabis program and support economically disadvantaged patients,
including eliminating the 4% Compassion Center surcharge applied to medical marijuana sales.

The collation’s message is uncompromising, and Cotter, who is the Chief Operating Officer at hemp
operation Lovewell Farms in Narragansett Pier, is surrounded by powerful colleagues and peers who
add further weight to the collective voice: the ACLU, the Marijuana Policy Project, Formerly
Incarcerated Union (FIU), Rhode Island Political Cooperative, Regulate RI and Reclaim RI, as well as a
host of independent cannabis and drug policy reform advocates, lawyers, public defenders and legal
experts.
“The time to act is now,” continues Cotter. “In Rhode Island we have to legalize through legislature, not
a ballot measure. This year with a new governor, there is a new attitude at the State House, but what
they are proposing fails to mention expungement and community investment.”
But what of the governor’s seemingly Marvel-inspired “Cannabis Reinvestment Task Force,” an outfit
permitted to make recommendations on how cannabis revenues could be used in job training, small
business support and community development, including affordable housing and equity?
“It is so lackluster, nothing more than lip service. We don’t want it passed through.”
Even with McKee’s “lip service” toward equity and affordable living, the issue of social housing remains
a murky grey area. The Federal government oversees the Housing Choice Voucher Program, commonly
known as Section 8, and since cannabis is currently on the Federal Controlled Substances naughty list,
the two are unable to legally coexist. And here we step once more into the matter of race. According to
the State Of Rhode Island’s 2020 Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice, black and Hispanic
families are more likely to live in Section 8 housing than any other group. If adult-use is legalized for
Rhode Islanders, just what percentage of us will benefit, and more critically, what will our skin color
be?
“What we need is the removal of cannabis from the state-controlled substances act,” explains Cotter,
finding a loophole as a fight for equity (how far haven’t we come). “Only then can we be truly in control
of what happens in our own backyard.”
Cherie Cruz is the co-founder of Yes We Cannabis Collation member FIU, and as an individual directly
impacted by cannabis inequity, Cruz is clear on the local situation: “Rhode Islanders have spent decades
with these barriers in place, these collateral consequences, barring them from housing, employment,
education.
“We know that the criminalization of marijuana is a tool that has been used to disproportionately impact
certain populations, particularly Black and brown and poor communities. [Adult-use legalization] is an
opportunity for our state legislators to really turn the tide and make this right, repair those harms.”
Cruz’s colleague Meko Lincoln has also been directly impacted by cannabis discrimination, and has
suffered similar shared experiences: “For too long has our country turned a blind eye to particular
populations pushed to the fringe and not allowed to participate in the process. This shift to legalize the
sale, purchase and consumption of marijuana is a welcomed by Yes We Cannabis, but it must
accompany some real reparations and reflect a true understanding of the harms done in the past.”
By uniting this varied group of committed, differently experienced individuals and community groups,
Yes We Cannabis has achieved the unthinkable: a formidable force for good spearheading a charge
against institutional inequity that the state has not been seen before at this level. Indeed, the collation
is even singular among advocacy groups at a national level.

As Cruz neatly concludes: “It’s about having all these different viewpoints, perspectives, knowledge and
skills, and bringing them together to make sure we have a great legalization bill here in Rhode Island.
“Because we have an opportunity to show the rest of the country how we can do it.”

Vote Uncle Dan!: Wearing cool shades and
drinking something non-dairy, new gov takes
the state by storm
And Now for Something Completely Different
In keeping with the time honored tradition of sponsoring the natural environment with state names,
Rhode Island is now considering adding a “state coral” to the list of “official state” flora and fauna. The
lucky winner is Astrangia poculata, the Northern Star Coral, which is normally found in Narragansett
Bay, but occasionally turns up in seaside montages at your local preschool. Yet the move has been met
with outcry from some members of the marine invertebrates community, claiming that singling out just
one species of coral is a sign of favoritism.
“I mean, what has coral ever done for the people of Rhode Island?” challenged Mick O’Yster,
spokescoral for the Rhode Island Shellfish Division (RISD). “It’s not like they sacrifice millions of their
species every year to supply all those clam shacks! Cheeky monkeys if you ask me.”
In response, Governor McKee has agreed to give every living being in the State of Rhode Island an
official designation, but this has become a problem with the Big Blue Bug becoming the Official State
Bug, since the Official State Insect, the American burying beetle, already holds a similar office. Not to
be outfoxed, McKee deftly redesignated the iconic landmark on 195 as the Official State Wonder. But
this drew immediate complaints from, Bishop Tobin, who has been calling himself the Rhode Island
State Wonder for years.

Ganja Believe It?
And just like that, a bill has emerged to legalize adult-use cannabis in Rhode Island. Despite having
more holes than a Cianci legal argument, it appears that Lil Rhody is set to see the proposal steamrolled
through and legalized sometime in the summer. The move has been welcomed by underground growers,
who with their tax-free product don’t have to worry about donating toward the next set of roadworks on
the Providence/Cranston line. Meanwhile, in the State House, hip and happenin’ Dan is drafting a
proposal to install environmentally friendly, single-use bongs in the second floor bathrooms, just the
latest move to win over the state’s young voters before the next election.
“It’ll work,” commented McKee, wearing shades and drinking an almond milk latte from Brewed
Awakenings. “Rhode Island has young people and in them there is a future. Bongs in bathrooms was the

next logical step.”

Biden His Time
With both Gina and former Mayor of Boston Marty Walsh heading south to join the Biden
Administration, Governor McKee has seen the path laid out for him.
“What’s up in 2028, when a whole new bunch of politicos get their chance at ultimate stardom, will
largely depend on the awesome shit we plan to do during our tenure in the State House,” commented
an aide to the governor during a sneaky (socially distanced) beer at the wee bar downtown.
“Expect a monorail linking PVD to frontier towns like Burriville and Exeter, and we are also planning to
build a cool, massive skatepark in the adandoned lots near the sewage works.”
It all sounds a lot of fun, but what I’m really looking forward to is the social laser tag game. Like the
scooters found around the city, the new administration will install laser tag backpacks — rent a set for
an hour and go have some fun! And remember: Vote Uncle Dan!

Giving Rhody a Lfe Line: The latest kid on the
fashion block

Clothes carry meaning, and fashion has the power to change social discourse. As the nation wrestles
itself free from four years of hateful and divisive politics, society has an opportunity to express what it
has learned from the experience and what it will no longer tolerate, and the fashion industry has the
tools to communicate that attitude to a national audience. In Rhode Island’s latest apparel Lfe Line,
married couple Amos and Katie Goodridge have taken their passion for design and lifestyle and fused it
with a commitment to the greater good.
Amadeus Finlay (Motif): Brand names carry meaning, and nothing is decided upon without deeper
thinking. What does Lfe Line mean to you?
Amos Goodridge: When I think of Lfe Line, I think of dependability, it is about everyday life. The name
Lfe Line is unique, I want it to be different from anything out there. It’s not a brand, it’s an empire.
AF: Powerful name, focused intentions… now let’s talk about the clothing. What sets your products
apart?
AG: Within our Lfe Line clothing range, our tie dye especially is unique within itself. Each shirt is none
like the other giving each customer a one-of-a-kind design with each purchase. But more than that. Lfe
Line does not apply to one size gender or race. Lfe Line is for the people.

AF: Do you practice ethical sourcing?
AG: We at Lfe Line strive to produce not quantity but quality clothing. We make it a point to be ethical
in all operations of our future empire. The point is to set a strong foundation, and the only way to do so
is to do everything the right way.
AF: Your Facebook page also covers a lot of food conversations. What is the relationship there?
AG: What we are trying to accomplish is helping people of all walks of life. Lfe Line is a lifestyle and one
of the aspects is nutrition. I wanna show people there’s other ways to nourish your body through
natural foods, meditation and exercise.

AF: At a time when socio-political tension is at a high point, what is it about your message of
togetherness that compels customers to choose your products?
AG: It starts with the team that we have around us, we have people working with us from all different
backgrounds. Our team consists of people from Cambodia, Africa, Portugal and more, giving our
clothing a flair like none other.
AF: As the son of Black immigrants from Liberia, and as a woman of mixed European, African and
Indigenous cultures, what does this beautiful partnership of romance and commerce say about the
potential for a modern America?
AG: It shows what the American dream should be, it’s about unity and bringing everyone together. This
is more than just a partnership; this is the solid foundation that is needed for this impending empire.

AF: Any final thoughts for the stylish, socially-conscious people of Rhode Island?
AG: No matter what your background or style you can always LIVE LIFE in Lfe Line.

Emperor Denies Getting New Clothes: Fashion
industry in an uproar

The nation’s capital descended into its fourth straight week of protests. The outcry started in the first
week of November, when the emperor refuted a claim he had purchased a brand new wardrobe made of
the finest Parisian silks. In a follow-up press conference the following morning, his Majesty asserted,
“I’m always naked from the socks up. The suit I’m currently wearing is a manufactured illusion by my
enemies.”
“Why would I need clothes?” he continued. “I mean, look at me, I am naked, I am always naked.
Everybody wants to see me naked. It’s a form of national service, really.” A statement from the
emperor’s legal counsel indicated they are demanding an inquiry in the entire clothes-making industry
to prove they do not actually make clothes.
Protestors Protest Emperor’s Lack of New Clothes Claim
Pro-emperor protests gathered in large numbers one morning, citing frustration at the quickly
escalating the-Emperor-Maybe-Has-Clothes scandal. The groups, who refer to themselves as the
Emperor’s Squadron, rode Harley-Davidson motorcycles down the capital’s main streets, hollering at
pedestrians and demanding all weavers cease operations until their group can confirm whether the
emperor wears clothes.
Members of the Emperor’s Squadron are also on record advocating for deporting immigrants back to
their countries of origin, and draining a public works project they call “the deep state.” They tote guns
and dress up in bright Hawaiian shirts over their squadron-issued Harley-Davidson tees. “It’s plain as
day our emperor is always as naked as an infant,” says one squadron member. “The illusion that he is
dressed is the lamestream media projecting, in order to shield his glorious figure from underage voters

and other patrons of Cracker Barrel.”
It’s Black Friday for Bookies
Bookies across the Empire are taking bets on what’s coming down first: Emperor Squadron banners or
this year’s Christmas decorations. The betting industry is making a comeback, but not all are so happy
with the recent social unrest.
“We wish they’d go out and get a job,” said Bertie, a seasonal worker from a local strip mall. “But all
they do is sit around the place and take advantage of the fruits of our labor. Protesting whether the
emperor has clothes or not is a privilege for those who have the luxury to do so.”
No one in the squadron could cobble together a statement refuting it before press time, however,
Mckenzie has vowed protesters will find something else to get indignant about. “Don’t worry,” he told
us over text. “Our members will soon be drafted into the war on Christmas, and we’ll rally against
pagan propaganda on take-out cups.”

Student-Led Summit Tackles UN Global
Challenge: FOOD

Hack For Global Good, the annual student-led hackathon produced by Rocky Hill Country Day School in
East Greenwich, returned for its third year this fall, reimagining what a two-day face-to-face, highenergy event could look like as a fully virtual event. Established by students determined to create realworld solutions to UN Global Challenges, this year’s summit tackled issues surrounding FOOD: People |
Production | Policy.

Revised as a two-week, virtual design sprint for the era of social distancing, the event was attended by
public and private high school students from across Rhode Island, as well as groups from Malaysia and
Russia. Students formed 13 teams, each tasked with exploring three key areas: Food and People, Food
Production, and Food Policy.
• People: Farmers, agricultural technologists, vendors, food pantries, growers, and vulnerable
populations. Goal: zero-hunger.
• Production: Vertical farming, hydroponic techniques, robotics, GMO, seed saving/genetic ownership,
innovative farming techniques, clean food, etc. Goal: zero-waste.
• Policy: Around sustainable food systems, access, transportation, health, affordability, and safety. Goal:
food equity.

“The purpose of a hackathon is to offer high school students an experiential learning opportunity
focused on citizenship, innovation and entrepreneurship to tackle a real-world problem,” explains Rocky
Hill Country Day’s director of innovation, Meg Stowe. “This year, working toward a common vision of
zero hunger, zero food waste and food equity for all, students brainstormed bold solutions to a U.N.
Global Challenge and ‘pitched’ their novel idea to industry judges.”
In 2017, two students (now alumni), Cortlandt Meyers and Ben Pogacar, wanted to create an experience
for students where they could accomplish three simple goals: 1) to work on challenges that matter 2) to
bring together students across public and private schools to collaborate with experts in the field and 3)
to have fun while learning. According to the students surveyed, 100% of students felt Hack for Global
Good accomplished these goals and each of them would recommend the event to a friend.
Hack for Global Good has tackled themes such as Energy in 2018 and Pollution in 2019, with the 2020
theme hitting close to home for many around the globe who experience food insecurity, exacerbated by

the COVID-19 pandemic. Leveraging an event app, some participants using one for the first time,
students collaborated with experts from many sectors as diverse as design, policy, farming and
agriculture, researchers, technologists, and more to tackle this challenge in a self-contained, yet global,
virtual environment.

Teams met up virtually within the app, learning to network with mentors, while speakers joined for the
live kickoff event and the closing pitch event. Importantly, students led the entire production of this
event, as well as managing the technology platforms used (Zoom and Whova), and working in teams
under the leadership and guidance of two student event co-chairs, Lucia C. ‘21 and Drew T. ‘22.
Student-led sub committees were created to focus on Business Development, Production, Marketing,
and Tech/UX (user experience.) Another factor goal of the event is to create an inclusive, accessible,
and powerful learning experience for all. In 2020, we introduced our Student Ambassadors Program,
with the creation of leadership positions held by students from other schools, this year representing
both public school and private schools in other areas of the state.
Among the solutions pitched were new legislation to address food waste at the state level, new venture
models leveraging bio-meat to mitigate the effects of climate change due to large-scale animal
agriculture, and sustainable fabric production using food waste.
According to Hackathon mentor Arnell Milhouse, founder of CareerDevs and Brown University’s Nelson
Center entrepreneur-in-residence: “The fact that 95% of student report that participation in this event
has changed their perspective and behaviors related to FOOD, how they will eat, food donation,
composting, minimizing food waste, food purchasing, and even what they cook, is remarkable and an
indicator of the power of the event and impact theme selection could have on Rhode Island!”

But the real story is the connection between what these young minds are capable of and the innovations
that are being brought to life in the real-world. Students generated ideas which leverage creativity,
mindful use of technology, and a focus on the impacts of their solutions on the planet. Due to the
relevant and open-ended nature of this event (by design), students worked for two weeks (in addition to
their schoolwork) to uncover critical academic content, applied what they are learning to their reallives, and worked well into the night to pitch a viable solution that has never been thought of through
their unique lens as the next generation change-makers.
To learn more about Hack For Global Good and to keep on top of updates for next year’s summit, visit
hackforglobalgood.org

